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picture, but you can be sure the battle will be far from over. This is a much-needed,
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to help put more polluters out of the pornography business. This guide is dedicated
to those individuals who have taken a stand in their local communities against this
moral cancer, pornography. Our society is greatly indebted to them. May their
numbers increase.
Donald E. Wildmon, AFA President
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American Family Association:
why we fight pornography
by Dr. Donald E. Wildmon, President, American Family Association, Inc.
The American Family Association, Inc. (AFA) is an organization for people who
are tired of cursing the darkness and are ready to light a candle. I founded AFA in
1977 to stand for the Biblical ethic of decency and for traditional family values,
focusing primarily on the influence of the media – including pornography – on our
society. AFA believes that the entertainment industry, through its various products,
has undermined the Judeo-Christian values on which America was founded and
which keep a society and its families strong and healthy.
I still see our main role today as I did in the beginning as a ministry which informs
the public at large of the seriousness of certain problems in America. I think the
primary thing we’ve done is to provide information for people who were not knowledgeable. The most frequent comment we get back is, “I knew something was wrong
but I didn’t know how to do anything about it. AFA has given me the information.”
This publication was prepared by American Family Association to provide
assistance to individuals, churches and local organizations to help them oppose the
cancer of pornography that is eating at the moral fabric of our society. It contains
some suggestions and answers. It is not complete, but a guide. The suggestions and
guidelines put forth have come from years of experience. But as with all such publications, it must be applied with imagination and creativity.
We can win the war against pornography, but it will not be easy. Pornography is a
multi-billion dollar a year business, thus it has many powerful allies. Many of them
are in positions of great influence. But the greatest ally which pornography has is the
silence of the Christian community.
However, this is a battle we simply cannot afford to lose. One is wrong to think
that the battle against pornography is simply a struggle against dirty words and dirty
pictures. It is not. It is a struggle for the very soul of man.
There is a great spiritual war being waged. An intentional effort is being made to
change the very foundation on which Western civilization is built, to replace the
Christian concept of man with a secular and humanist concept. It is a philosophy of
life that seeks to remove the influence of Christians and Christianity from our society.
Pornography is not the disease, but merely a visible symptom; it springs from a moral
cancer in our society, and it will lead us to destruction if we don’t stop it.
The silence and apathy of the Christian community toward pornography must
end. We simply must become educated and involved in this struggle. We must speak
out. Our society has suffered too much already because of our silence.
Let me illustrate this by a favorite parable of mine called, “By Permission of the
Local Church”. Local churches have a lot of influence. Let me prove my point in
making that statement. In the parable that follows, I borrow the “open by permission...” concept from the late Francis A. Schaeffer.
Recently, while visiting a building where abortions were performed, I
saw a sign on the front door which read: “Open by permission of the local
churches in this community.”
I walked down the street and passed an “adult” theater, then I passed
by a local video outlet where porn movies were rented. On the front door
of both stores was a sign which read: “Open by permission of the local
churches in this community.”
On down the road I came upon one of the favorite hangouts of the
youth. There they could get beer, alcohol and drugs. I was amazed when I
looked on the door of that hangout and saw the sign: “Open by permis-
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sion of the local churches in this community.”
When I walked into a store and saw all the pornographic magazines
being sold in that store, I noticed a sign on the magazine rack which read:
“These magazines are sold by the permission of the local churches in this
community.”
I turned on my television and was amazed at the violence, the vulgarity, the profanity, the sheer filth flowing into the room via that television
set. Then a message trailed across the screen: “Open by permission of the
local churches in this community.”
One of my children brought home this notice from the school system:
“This is to inform you that effective immediately the school system will
begin distributing condoms to students. We will not notify parents when
we do this as that would violate the rights of the students. We also are
instituting a program to introduce our students to homosexuality. We
feel that we must not be judgmental toward the lifestyle of others. Your
child will not have the choice of opting out of the classes in which we
present a non-judgmental view of homosexuality. To allow the child to
miss these classes would only perpetuate bigotry by those who do not
accept the homosexual lifestyle.” Printed in small letters at the bottom of
the notice were these words: “These programs made possible by permission of the local churches in this community.”
I picked up my newspaper one morning and read that my city council
had passed a law making it illegal for anyone to refuse to rent an apartment to homosexuals and unmarried individuals who live together, to
refuse to hire or fire anyone because he is homosexual, or to discriminate
against anyone because of his “sexual preference” lifestyle. One of the
members of the council said the new law was passed “by permission of
the local churches in this community.”
When I asked my pastor how the churches got all of this influence, he
said it was really quite simple. “We gained our influence by withdrawing.
Because we give our permission, those who would oppose us have agreed
to ignore us. We give our permission to the situations you mentioned so
that the church can deal with more important matters,” my pastor told
me.
“What are these more important matters the local churches now deal
with?” I asked.
“Oh, matters such as when to have fellowship supper at the church,
who will bring which dishes of food. Matters such as the color of carpet
in the sanctuary, the kind of lock which needs to go on the back door,
who will serve as ushers next month, where and when the women’s group
will meet, organizing a softball team for our youth, how to raise the
money our denomination expects us to give to keep their programs
going,” the pastor said. “By dealing with these more important matters
and avoiding the issues where some in the community might disagree
with us, we are able to keep our influence. Those around us have given us
permission to exist if we keep our activities confined to the church
building or denominational structure,” my pastor said.
“We have an unspoken agreement with abortionists, the pornographers, those who provide filth and violence on television, the rap music
which calls for rape and the killing of police, and the promotion of
homosexuality. The agreement is with all those who seek to remove the
Christian influence from our society. Very simply it is this, you don’t
bother us and we won’t bother you,” my pastor said.
I asked my pastor about such things as racism, poverty, drug and
alcohol abuse, and gambling. He said that those were “social” problems
which government should deal with and nearly everyone agreed. Plus, he
said, from time to time the very top levels of the various denominations
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Unless the Christian community becomes educated and involved quickly, involvement in a few years will be meaningless. We will have already lost the war.
Pessimistic? No, realistic.
Weep for our children and grandchildren if we fail.
I only hope that this publication helps those who care to become involved. It is
going to take all of us doing what we can to eliminate this cancer from our society.

Biblical reasons to fight pornography
by Bishop Clyde E. Van Valin, The Free Methodist Church
(excerpted from Light and Life magazine)
Why should I attend a conference on pornography? I asked myself, “Why all the
fuss? With poverty, child abuse, drug addiction, abortion, and AIDS making headlines, why join another “anti” cause?”
I attended the meeting. After hearing the shocking evidence of porn’s grip on our
society, I decided I must join the crusade for the survival of the values I cherish and
the country I love. Let me explore with you some compelling reasons why every
Christian must join in the fight against pornography.
➤ PORNOGRAPHY LEADS TO IDOLATRY. The central truth of

the Christian
religion is belief in one Holy God. “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and
Him only shalt thou serve,” Jesus said (Matthew 4:10). Ancient near-Eastern
history documents the decadence of nations that worshiped the fertility gods using
human sex organs as their symbols and prostitution as worship. God eventually
punished them without mercy, as He did His own people when they fell into these
pagan practices. Pornography supplies the symbols, the rituals, the stimulus, and
the creed for worshiping the human body and its sexual impulses rather than the
eternal Spirit, Jehovah God.

➤ PORNOGRAPHY IS ANTI-CHRISTIAN. God abhors all that is immoral, idola-

trous, sexually perverted, and lustful. “Do not be deceived: neither the sexually
immoral nor idolaters nor male prostitutes nor sexual offenders... will inherit the
kingdom of God...The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord,
and the Lord for the body” (I Corinthians 6:9-13). Holy Scripture exhorts us in
Ephesians 5:3 and 11: “But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual
immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for
God’s holy people” and to “avoid the very appearance of evil, having nothing to do
with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.”

Pornography (pôr-nog´-re-fe-)

e

will issue a statement concerning those matters, usually calling on
government to do more. That, also, leaves the church free to work on
those more important matters, he said.
So you see, the local church really does have a lot of influence. The
next time you see any of the situations I mentioned in your community,
just remember that they exist “by permission of the local churches” which
refuse to get involved. Perhaps this is what Jesus foresaw when He said: “If
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross
daily, and follow me.”

1: the depiction of erotic behavior (as in
pictures or writing) intended to cause
sexual excitement
2: material (as books or a photograph)
that depicts erotic behavior and is
intended to cause sexual excitement
3: the depiction of acts in a sensational
manner so as to arouse a quick
intense emotional reaction
Merriam Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, Tenth Edition

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS
ABOUT PORNOGRAPHY
From Genesis to Revelation, God
seems to emphasize the same principle
many times. You cannot mix darkness
and light, you cannot join with or put
yourself under the advice of the
ungodly without being corrupted.
Leviticus 20:7
Psalms 101:3
Proverbs 6:25-29; 7:4-27; 23:7; 31:10
Matthew 5:27, 28
John 5:14
Romans 6:11-14
1 Corinthians 6:12-20; 7:1, 8, 9, 37;
10:13
2 Corinthians 7:1
Galatians 5:16, 17, 24
Ephesians 2:3-6; 4:18-19, 22-24;
5:3-7; 5:11
Philippians 4:8
1 Thessalonians 4:3
Titus 2:11, 12; 3:3-5
Hebrews 2:18; 4:15,16; 13:4
James 1:12-14; 4:1, 7, 8
1 Peter 1:14-16
2 Peter 1:4; 2:9
1 John 2:16,17
Jude 18-21
Revelation 14:4

➤ PORNOGRAPHY DESTROYS NORMAL HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS. Jesus taught

that we are our brother’s keeper. In fact, we are accountable to each other. Pornography
dictates that the satisfaction of one’s own desires is all that matters. It ignores the plague
of unwanted pregnancies with its resulting abortions. It leaves in its wake broken
marriages, estranged and molested children, shattered young people, and deteriorating
neighborhoods. The producers, promoters, and participants couldn’t care less.
AMERICAN FAMILY ASSOCIATION, INC.
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OBJECTIONS ANSWERED*
Q: Pornography is a choice: if you don’t
like it, don’t buy it.
A: Pornography is like pollution. The
person who does the polluting isn’t
always the person who’s hurt by it. If
a company moved into your
neighborhood and began to dump
toxic wastes into your water supply,
people would do everything they
could to protect themselves. The
same must be done to eliminate
pornography, because like pollution,
it is hazardous to the health of our
families and children.
Q: War, poverty, hunger, and violence
are the real obscenities, not sex.
A: We agree. Sex is not obscene because
it is the very design and creation of
God. However, the debasing abuse of
sex is obscene. This is not only a
moral issue, but also a legal one as
lawmakers and courts all over the
country have deemed certain abuses
of sex illegal.
*Many of the “Objections Answered”
throughout this guide have been excerpted
from Morality in Media’s pamphlet
Cliche’s: Debunking Misinformation about
Pornography and Obscenity Law.

ACHAN’S SECRET SIN
Bible references: Joshua 6:17-19;
Joshua 7; 2 Samuel 11:2-4.
Achan was a member of the
congregation of Israelites. He blended
in with the rest of the church. But God
singled him out. God knew what he
had done and what he had hidden. It
was something Achan wasn’t supposed
to have, so he hid it.
But Achan got caught.
So many men and women today are
similar to Achan.
Many see and want so badly that
they take, rape, or molest in order to
have what they saw in the movie or
magazine.
There’s still hope. You don’t have to
wait until your whole world comes
crashing in, like Achan did.
Excerpted from Porn in the Pulpit,
Dr. Sam Serio, Pastor, Rock Hill, SC

➤ PORNOGRAPHY ATTACKS WOMEN AND CHILDREN. Christianity ascribes a

special place of honor to women and children. Through centuries when neither
was looked upon with favor by pagan society, God’s Word gave them dignity and
value. Pornography exploits women as discardable tools for the satisfaction of
male lust. Children are abused mentally, emotionally, physically, and spiritually to
satisfy the hedonistic urges of perverted sex fiends. Conscientious followers of
Jesus dare not turn their backs on such destructive behavior.
➤ PORNOGRAPHY IS ADDICTIVE. Pornography weaves around its users an ever-

tightening rope of bondage to the impulses of sexual instincts. The Apostle Paul
describes this process as the “...hardening of their sensuality so as to indulge in
every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more” (Ephesians 4:18-19).
➤ PORNOGRAPHY IS ANTI-SEX. The Bible describes sex as a beautiful and purposeful

gift of God. He designed the sexual encounter between husband and wife to be a
source of mutual delight as well as a means for carrying on His work of creation. He
gave to a husband and wife the incredible assignment of carrying on the miracle of
bringing into existence beings in His image. Is it any wonder that the process is
packaged in a relationship of ultimate joy - physically, emotionally, spiritually, and
socially? Or is it any wonder that Satan’s attack should center on this fundamental
work of God. From the beginning he has determined to destroy the very system that
fulfills God’s original commandment to “be fruitful and increase in number; fill the
earth and subdue it” (Genesis 1:28b). In demonic contradiction to God’s plan,
pornography promotes physical satisfaction without caring love, sex without responsibility, union without obligation for the consequences, and exercise of privilege with no
regard to the eternal consequences originally designed to accompany it.
➤ PORNOGRAPHY AND GREED ARE PARTNERS IN EVIL. Greed, according to

Scripture, is displeasing to God and destructive to mankind. In contrast, God
exhorts in His Word that we live by honest labor. Pornography and greed feed upon
each other. The few captains of the porn industry take advantage of the masses for
personal gain, regardless of the destructive impact. Both producer and seller reap
huge profits due to exorbitant markup. The coffers of organized crime are filled with
gain from pornography. Every government study documents that a few organized
crime families control the national distribution of hard core pornography. (Final
Report, Attorney General’s Commission on Pornography, Volume 1 at 912-17.)
➤ PORNOGRAPHY THREATENS WESTERN SOCIETY, AS WE KNOW IT. The

Judeo-Christian value system has long ago provided the moral and spiritual
foundation for our free society. Men and women are socially, economically, and
politically free only where they have been freed from addictive forces of evil.
Pornography is one of the most vicious of those forces. It pulls individuals and
whole societies away from all that is good and Godly. As former Chief Justice
Warren Burger remarked, “...hard core pornography rots the fabric of society.” It is
a social blight on our society, like a lawless profligate flaunting the principles of a
nation founded on constitution and law.
The most compelling reason why the pornography industry must be crushed is its
defiance of Almighty God. It is anti-God in its presuppositions and anti-Christian in
its practice. It destroys everything that is precious in the sight of God, who has made
both men and women to experience love and sex as beautiful, enjoyable, and productive gifts. It destroys children who are to be both the fruit of married love and the
beneficiaries of a sage, moral society.
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Five reasons to rid your community of pornography
➤ ECONOMICS. Pornography consumption adds to the cost of

police services, the
courts, the jails, etc., especially in communities which have “adult” bookstores,
theaters, and peep-show booths. Pornography consumption supports the prostitution business in communities, and adds to costs of dealing with that offense. The
areas of the city where illegal pornography is consumed on-site and the places
where spin-off (related) businesses are located usually become economically
blighted areas, or perpetuate the blighted area, once it has deteriorated.

➤ PUBLIC SAFETY AND HEALTH. Pornography promotes sexual behavior which

fosters or enables the spread of the AIDS virus and other sexually transmitted
diseases, most of which are increasing at alarming rates. Peep-show booths and socalled “adult” theaters are simply masturbation parlors or locations where illegal
sexual intercourse occurs. They promote disease and the public health and safety
are imperiled. Rape, child molestation, and other aggressive sexual behavior is
both caused and promoted by pornography, especially hard core pornography.
These wreak havoc on the safety of our families, since many women and children
are at risk daily from users of hard core pornography.
➤ MENTAL HEALTH. Pornography is a sex education teacher of

our children and
adolescents. The age group which views – consumes – pornography more than any
other age is the group between 12-17 years of age. It can be predicted that this age
group is most likely to be negatively affected by exposure to pornography. This is
especially so if the pornography is violent, if the exposure is at the younger ages,
and if the exposure results in a “peak experience” or a highly arousing experience.
Children and adolescents unless taught in caring, systematic ways will believe that
the abnormal or aberrant behavior depicted in pornography is normal. They will
grow up with unrealistic, often morbid, ideas of what to expect from sexual
relationships. This is extremely harmful to the mental health of children and
adolescents and is one of the predisposing or preconditioning factors which lead
to sexual disorder, deviance or dysfunction. It cannot help but cause unstable
marriages, increase divorce rates and prevent the very social intimacy that young
people and adults need.

➤ MORALITY. Our society goes to great extents to bring out the best in our citizens,

to nurture and develop our finest qualities. Yet, pornography appeals to the
prurient interest. It touches the dark side in us and brings out the worst in us. It
promotes the degradation of women. It is an intolerable, unacceptable, social
stigma. It is wrong culturally and morally for the unregulated promulgation of
degrading, dehumanizing propaganda. It is not the right thing to do. It is immoral
to treat women as objects for sale and for use and abuse. Women are not just playthings. No society that tolerates – let alone condones or promotes – the selective
abuse of women and children can call itself good. It is breeding decadence and
self-destruction.

OBJECTIONS ANSWERED
Q: The porn industry is flourishing.
Americans must want it or simply
don’t care.
A: Certainly, some want it. That’s why
porn is so profitable. And obviously,
some don’t care. But surveys show
that the majority of Americans are
strongly opposed to trafficking in
pornography and want it stopped.
However, they are confused and
discouraged in the face of a highly
organized business and the loud false
prophets of freedom.
Q: Pornography is harmless. Didn’t a
1970 Presidential Commission
Report say so?
A: The Majority Report of the 1970
Presidential Commission on
Obscenity and Pornography was
called a “scientific scandal” by many
in the scientific community. The U.S.
Senate rejected it by a vote of 60 to 5.
The Hill-Link Minority Report of
that Commission was read into the
record in both Houses of Congress as
a “responsible position on the issues.”
The minority report cited many
instances where evidence was
suppressed when it went counter to
the pre-determined “findings” of the
majority report.
In addition, studies in the HillLink Report show linkages between
exposure to obscene material and
sexual deviancy, promiscuity,
affiliation with criminal groups and
more. However, extremists who
wanted obscenity laws repealed as the
majority report recommended,
began a campaign in early 1977 to
have the report resurrected and
considered a reputable document.

➤ RELIGION. America is one nation under God, in whom we trust. Equality is not

fostered by pornography; unequal power is promoted. Sexual immorality and
promiscuity are promoted by pornography. The behaviors and attitudes encouraged by pornography are specifically forbidden by virtually every religion in the
world – and for good reason. The image of God in mankind cannot abide alongside the deviance and unwholesomeness portrayed and depicted in pornography.
As the Religious Alliance Against Pornography says, “Pornography is an evil that
must be eliminated.”

Q: Why be concerned about obscenity
when there is so much violent crime?
A: Pornography outlets breed and
attract violent crime.

Excerpted from the National Coalition for the Protection of Children and Families
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Research on the effects of pornography
OBJECTIONS ANSWERED
Q: Obscenity is a “victimless crime.”
A: 1. There is no such thing as a
“victimless” crime. In every crime
there is a seller or seducer, and the
person who purchases, or the
seduced. That person is the immediate victim, and society is the ultimate
victim, for with each seduction the
moral fabric of society is diminished.
The “victimless crimes” theory is an
active and insidious attack on almost
all laws dealing with public morality,
maintaining there is “no victim”
when “consenting adults” indulge in
drugs, prostitution, obscenity,
homosexuality, adultery, incest,
gambling, etc.
2. A glaring instance of victimization
in obscenity are the children used in
child pornography.
3. For centuries civil communities
have maintained laws against such
behavior as detrimental to the public
health, morals and welfare.

PORNOGRAPHY’S PATTERN
In Pornography’s Effects on Adults and Children, published by Morality in Media,
Inc., Victor Cline, Ph.D. and clinical psychologist at the University of Utah, has found
“a near universal four-factor syndrome” among users of pornography:
“The first thing that happened was an addiction effect. They got hooked. Once
involved in obscene materials they kept coming back for more and still more. The
material seemed to provide a very powerful sexual stimulant or aphrodisiac followed
by sexual release most often through masturbation.
“Secondly, there was an escalation effect. With the passage of time they required
more explicit, rougher, more deviant kinds of sexual material to get their ‘high’ and
‘sexual turn ons,’ similar to drug addictions. They pushed their partners, over time,
into doing increasingly bizarre and deviant sexual activities, often leading to much
conflict, separation or divorce.
“The third thing that happened was desensitization. Material that was originally
perceived as shocking, taboo breaking, repulsive or immoral, in time came to be seen
as acceptable and commonplace. The sexual activity they witnessed (no matter how
gross or deviant) in time became legitimized. There was increasingly a sense that
‘everybody does it’ and this gave them permission to also do it – even though,
possibly illegal and contrary to their previous moral beliefs and standards.
“The fourth thing that occurred was an increasing tendency to act out sexually the
behaviors viewed in the pornography they had been repeatedly exposed to – including compulsive promiscuity, exhibitionism, group sex, voyeurism, frequenting
massage parlors, having sex with minor children, rape, inflicting pain on themselves
or partner during sex, etc. This behavior quickly grew into a sexual addiction which
they found themselves hooked on and unable to change or reverse.”

Q: When “consenting adults” go to see a
dirty movie, no one is being harmed.
A: Regarding so-called “consenting
adults,” the U. S. Supreme Court said
in Paris Theatre in June of 1973: “We
categorically disapprove the theory
that obscene films acquire constitutional immunity from state regulation simply because they are
exhibited for consenting adults only.
Rights and interests other than those
of the advocates are involved. These
include the interest of the public in
the quality of life, the total community environment, the tone of
commerce, and, possibly, the public
safety itself.”

PORNOGRAPHY AND ATTITUDES
➤ Professors Dolf Zillman of Indiana University and Jennings Bryant of the
University of Houston found that repeated exposure to pornography seriously affects
the stability of a marriage. Married couples who only watch non-violent, consensual
sex between heterosexuals often become dissatisfied with each other, with their
partner’s sexuality. There is a decrease in the valuation of faithfulness and a major
increase in the importance of sex without attachment. Males particularly see their
wives as less attractive, even less worthy individuals.
➤ In his research on memory, Dr. James L. McGouch at the University of California found that “if the person is emotionally (including sexually) aroused at the time
of experiencing or witnessing something, a chemical called epinephrine is released
into the bloodstream. It goes to the brain and locks in a very vivid memory of the
experience or event. We all have a special library of unwanted images – many sexual.
We hate them. But the epinephrine, which is in all of us, has locked them in and we
can’t get rid of them. What I am suggesting is that no matter how pious, how religious, how strong a conscience we have – we are all vulnerable.”
➤ A study conducted by Dr. Reo Christensen of Miami University in Oxford,
Ohio, found that pornography leaves the impression with its viewers that sex has no
relationship to privacy; that it is unrelated to love, commitment or marriage; that
bizarre forms of sex are the most gratifying; that sex with animals has an especially
desirable flavor; and that irresponsible sex has no adverse consequences.
➤ According to the book Media, Children, and the Family: Social Scientific, Psycho
Dynamic, and Clinical Perspectives, research has shown that sexual arousal and
accompanying excitedness diminish with repeated exposure to sexual scenes. As
exposure to commonly shown sexual activities leaves consumers relatively unexcited,
they are likely to seek out pornography that features novel and potentially less
common sexual acts.
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➤ If seven year-olds have the capacity to recognize sexual messages on television,
what effects might sexual content have on teens? This was the question addressed by
Dr. Gina M. Wingood of Emory University, in a recent study focusing on teens who
watched X-rated movies. The study suggests that the consequence-free sex featured
in pornography may lead to more teenage sexual experimentation. The study found
that 30% of girls aged 14-18 had seen an X-rated film in the past three months. Also,
those teens who watched hard-core pornography were twice as likely to have multiple
sex partners, 1.8 times more likely to have sex more frequently, and 1.7 times more
likely to have transmitted the STD chlamydia. Source:
PORNOGRAPHY’S FALSE MESSAGES
➤ Sex with anyone, under any circumstances, any way it is desired, is beneficial
and does not have negative consequences.
➤ Women have one value - to meet the sexual demands of men.
➤ Marriage and children are obstacles to sexual fulfillment.
➤ Everyone is involved in promiscuous and premarital sex, and infidelity.
PORNOGRAPHY AND CRIME
➤ Dr. Dolf Zillman and Dr. Jennings Bryant showed that continued exposure to
pornography had serious adverse effects on beliefs about sexuality in general and on
attitudes toward women in particular. They also found that pornography desensitizes
people to rape as a criminal offense. Pornography, Sexual Callousness, and the
Trivialization of Rape, Journal of Communication, 1982.
➤ James Weaver of the University of Kentucky found that portrayals of sex, rather
than violence, led viewers to lose respect for women and to trivialize rape. He said
men who watched sex scenes from even ordinary R-rated movies, especially when sex
was initiated by the woman, developed a loss of respect for women and believed
women to be more promiscuous than they imagined before the viewing. Both women
and men who watched sex scenes favored lighter penalties against a convicted rapist.
Professor Weaver said, “We need to teach kids not to believe the myths and stereotypes that make pornography popular.”
➤ Researchers Murray Straus and Larry Baron found in a 1983 University of New
Hampshire study that Alaska and Nevada have two things in common. One, they lead
all states in pornography use per capita. Two, they have higher rape rates than all
other states. There was also “an unusually high correlation” between sex magazine
readership and the rape rate in all states. Straus and Baron stated, “The fact that sex
magazine readership is strongly and consistently correlated with rape supports the
theory that porn endorses attitudes that increase the likelihood of rape.”
➤ A study on “recreational killers” by the National Institute of Mental Health
found that most are above average in intelligence, most appear normal when not
consumed with sadistic lust, and most “feed on pornography.”
➤ The Los Angeles Police Department released a study in 1991 showing that
pornography was used in two-thirds of the child molestation cases over a ten-year
period. This is the second study by a major city police department indicating
pornography’s involvement in child molestation. The Louisville, Kentucky, Police
Department in 1984 reported similar findings.
➤ The California Attorney General’s Advisory Committee on Obscenity and
Pornography has stated that police officers who were interviewed reported that they
never arrested a child molester who did not have pornography in his possession. A
Los Angeles Police Department investigation studied over 40 child molestation cases
during a five-month period and interviewed more than 100 victims and suspects.
Pornography was found to be present in every case.
➤ Research by Dr. Ann Burgess of the University of Pennsylvania demonstrated
that child sex abusers use pornography to lower the inhibitions of children and
legitimize both normal and abnormal sexual conduct.
➤ Linda S. testified to the 1986 Attorney General’s Commission on Pornography:
“The incest started at the age of eight. I did not understand any of it and did not feel
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OBJECTIONS ANSWERED
Q: If we allow pornography to flow
freely, people will get bored and the
problem would take care of itself.
Isn’t this what happened in
Denmark?
A: 1. The argument goes: Denmark
legalized pornography, people
became bored with porn and profits
dropped. In reality, Denmark’s porn
profits dropped because of underworld infiltration of the porn
industry, gangland violence and tieins with narcotics trafficking. These
activities forced the Copenhagen
police to close down dozens of smut
dens, and outlaw live sex shows.
Associated Press Reports, 1972-76

2. Heavy users of pornography do
not get bored. They progress
deeper into more bizarre forms.
Professor Irving Kristol characterizes the sexual pleasure one gets
from pornography as “autoerotic
and infantile; put bluntly, it is a
masturbatory exercise of the
imagination when it is not
masturbation pure and simple.
Now, people who masturbate do
not get tired of masturbation, just
as sadists don’t get bored with
sadism and voyeurs don’t get
bored with voyeurism.…it can
easily become a self-reinforcing
neurosis.”
3. Remember, every day children
are viewing pornography for the
first time. Many lives will be
tragically impacted.
CHILD EXPLOITATION ONLINE
“In fiscal year 1998, the FBI opened
up roughly 700 cases dealing with
online pedophilia, most of them for
posting child pornography, and about a
quarter dealing with online predators
trying to get children under 18 to meet
with them. By 2000 that figure had
quadrupled to 2,856 cases.”
Newsweek, 3/19/01
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CYBER-PORN HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR
INCREASE IN SEX ADDITION
“Cyber-sex is the crack cocaine of
sexual addiction,” said Dr. Robert Weiss,
director of the Sexual Recovery
Institute in Los Angeles and co-author
of an upcoming book on cyber-porn.
“It works so quickly and it's so instantly
intense. We're seeing a whole population of clients who have never had a
history with the problem, but for the
first time, they're beginning one
particular activity and getting hooked.”
Cyber-porn has exploded, he said,
because of its perceived anonymity, the
speed of accessing material and
affordability. A person no longer needs
to be shamed by walking into an adult
bookstore or by asking someone for a
dirty magazine behind the counter.
Every conceivable fetish can be
found online, and thousands of news
groups and Web pages are free.
“We have no way of discerning who
will develop an addiction to porn, so
the more conservative approach of
abstinence may be more prudent,” Mr.
Blasingame said. “Maybe the religions
of the world have more validity on this
subject than the general public wants
to respect.”
Dr. Weiss said the majority of people
who view Internet porn don't become
addicted, just as not everyone who
drinks becomes an alcoholic.
He added that sexual addiction is
defined by an inability to stop despite
negative consequences such as lost sleep,
lost wages or damaged relationships.
“Part of the problem with cyber-sex
is, it reinforces and normalizes sexual
disorders,” Dr. Weiss said. “A man may
have had a passing interest in teenage
girls, but he'd never go into a bookstore
or try to buy child pornography. Sitting
in his living room he finds a ton of teen
sites and thinks maybe it's not such a
big problem. There's a lot of marginal
sexual behavior being reinforced
because people are going online and
seeing so much material.”
“Nothing positive has ever come out
of porn,” he said. “It does nothing but
weaken family values and allows
thinking errors to begin.”
Excerpted from The Washington Times, 1/26/00

that it was right. My dad would try to convince me that it was OK. He would find
magazines with articles and/or pictures that would show fathers and daughters...He
would say that if it was published in magazines that it had to be all right because
magazines could not publish lies.”
➤ A former prostitute testified to the 1986 Attorney General’s Commission on
Pornography: “We were all introduced to prostitution through pornography. There
were no exceptions in our group, and we were all under eighteen. Pornography was
our textbook. We learned the tricks of the trade by men exposing us to pornography
and us trying to mimic what we saw.”
➤ Detroit Police Chief Herbert Case has said, “There has not been a sex murder in
the history of our department in which the killer was not an avid reader of lewd
magazines.”
➤ Since 1984, over 150 sex-oriented businesses (peep shows, massage parlors,
adult bookstores, adult theaters, etc.) have been closed in Oklahoma City. During that
period, the rape rate in the county decreased 26%. During that same period, rape
increased 20% throughout the rest of the state.
➤ Concerning the closing of sex businesses in New York’s Times Square… “crime
is down 43% [and] the streets are clean.” Gretchen Dykstra, president of the Times
Square Business Improvement District.
➤ Pasco County Florida Sheriff Jim Gillum began a crackdown of video stores
selling or renting porn material in violation of Florida obscenity laws in 1985. Since
that time, X-rated movies have disappeared from the shelves and Gillum has noted a
marked reduction in rapes in the area. In the first year of the study, Pasco County
experienced a 35% drop in rape, while statewide rape rose by 18%. Gillum said,
“Based on the figures in our county, I have concluded that there is a correlation
between our anti-porn campaign and the drop in rapes. For purists, there is, of
course, no scientific evidence to support this conclusion. There is also no scientific
evidence to support the correlation between the decline in vehicular homicides and
the rising drinking age in Florida or the correlation between the increase in home
burglaries and the rising cost of cocaine and other drugs. Yet almost everyone is ready
to accept these conclusions!”
➤ Dr. Mary Anne Layden, director of education, University of Pennsylvania
Health System, pointed out. “I have been treating sexual violence victims and
perpetrators for 13 years. I have not treated a single case of sexual violence that did
not involve pornography.” (Gow, Haven Bradford. “Child Sex Abuse: America’s
Dirty Little Secret.” Mississippi Voices for Children. 3/00)
➤ Many defenders of pornography point to Denmark as having experienced a
drastic decrease in sex crimes ever since pornography was legalized in 1967. Dr. Paul
Tanner compiled the following:
Denmark legalized pornography in 1967. In 1970 they made sex education
compulsory. They promptly removed all age of consent laws with reference to
sexual relations. Abortion on demand was legalized in 1973. Sexual practices
formally listed as crimes were removed from the statute books, including
homosexuality, statutory rape, sodomy, and indecent exposure. Contraceptives
became free to anyone. People who don’t know, or who want to confuse, point
to Denmark and say, “Look how sex crimes have decreased.” Well, of course! If
sodomy, child seduction, rape and other sexual molestations are no longer
criminal offenses, the sex crime rates may go down to zero. Where there is no
law, there are no criminal offenses. What are the real facts? Assault rape in
Denmark has increased 300%. With widespread sex education one would think
venereal disease would disappear. For ages twenty and over, it is up 200%. For
ages sixteen through twenty it is up 250%. For ages under sixteen they record
an alarming 400% increase. Abortions are up 500%. The divorce rate has
doubled in the last six years and illegitimate pregnancies are up 50%. A study
conducted between 1964 and 1979 reveals that countries where regulations on
pornography have relaxed show dramatic increases in rape: Australia, 160%;
United States, 139%; New Zealand, 107%; England, 94%.
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The First Amendment, the courts, and the law
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances.”
“Isn’t pornography protected by the First Amendment?”
When you express concern about the prevalence of pornography in our culture, it
doesn’t take long for this question to be posed. And it’s an important question – the
First Amendment has been one of the bastions supporting our political and religious
freedom since it was passed in 1791. However, the idea that it protects any and all
pornography is of relatively recent origin and just plain wrong.
Some argue the words of the First Amendment – freedom of speech – include all
speech. Yet, there are laws against consumer fraud, conspiracy, libel, slander or falsely
shouting “fire” in a crowded theater – none of which are protected by the First
Amendment. The U. S. Supreme Court interprets the First Amendment this way:
“This much has been categorically settled by the Court, that obscene material is
unprotected by the First Amendment” (Miller v. California, 1973).
Many assume if pornography is available in a community, it is legal. This simply is
not so. There is a difference between enacting and enforcing legislation; and harried
prosecutors with limited resources cannot always enforce all of the laws of their
community. Since they tend to respond to the most clearly expressed priorities of
their constituents, community inaction can be mistaken for community approval.
Where does pornography stand under the law? First of all, some things are not
pornography: for example, serious works of art, literature, politics, science or medical
works. Although proponents of pornography would like to suggest otherwise, no one
seriously believes that the statue of Venus de Milo is pornography. Stripped of the
legal jargon, public concern leads to the recognition of essentially three categories of
pornography proscribed by the laws of the land. These are:
MATERIAL WHICH IS ILLEGAL TO POSSESS
This refers only to child pornography, which so outrages people that its very
existence is considered “contraband,” i.e. illegal. In part, people’s repulsion at child
pornography is that the very act of photographing a child in any sexual context is
abusive. At root, though, the idea of placing a child in a sexualized context is as
offensive as the act. Thus, when technology enabled pedophiles to prepare “synthetic”
child pornography (digitally blending an adult body with a child’s face, or vice versa),
the law was extended to include such material.

OBJECTIONS ANSWERED
Q: Isn’t freedom of expression protected
by the First Amendment.
A: Yes. However, the Supreme Court has
always held that obscenity is not
protected by the First Amendment.
Like libel or slander, it is not a form
of protected expression. It is a crime.
Q: Didn’t the Supreme Court allow
communities to decide what is
obscene?
A: Community standards are not the
sole test for obscenity, but have been
a part of the test since 1957.
Q: If obscenity is illegal, then why is it
available?
A: The Supreme Court has said that
while obscenity is not protected by
the First Amendment, it must be
determined by a judge or jury. In
other words, any material is
protected by the First Amendment
until a judge or jury declares it to be
obscene.
Q: Nobody is going to tell me what I
can say, see or read.
A: Laws concerning obscenity and
pornography apply to everyone.

MATERIAL WHICH IS ILLEGAL TO DISTRIBUTE
Most people believe there is a right to privacy in the bedroom, including the sense
that intimacy which is beautiful in the bedroom doesn’t necessarily belong on the
street. As a result, some material is legal to possess but not to distribute. Much
hard-core pornography has this standing, although the term includes a broad
spectrum from “just beyond” soft core to material far removed from the beauty and
intimacy of the bedroom. The legal term for prosecutable pornography is “obscenity,”
which is defined by the three-part “Miller test” as follows:
1. The average person, applying contemporary community standards, would find
that the work, taken as a whole, appeals to the prurient interest; and
2. The work depicts or describes, in a patently offensive way, sexual conduct
specifically defined by the applicable state (or federal) law; and
3. The work, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific
value.
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AUSSIE ANTI-PORN CRUSADE
CINCHES WIN OVER PLAYBOY
The Australian Federation for the
Family (AFF) has ended a 17-yearcampaign against Playboy magazine in
that country with an unprecedented
and complete victory: the Australian
version of the magazine has closed its
doors.
AFF, which is affiliated with AFA,
began the battle against Playboy in
1983. Founders Jack and Margaret
Sonnemann have never doubted they
could prevail against the infamous
Playboy . “When we began, many tried
to convince us that we could not
succeed,” Jack said. “We chose not to
believe them. We chose to believe
God.”
The fight against Playboy was won
in a succession of smaller steps. For
example, AFF targeted advertisers who
would be more concerned about
consumer disapproval until all the
advertisers eventually ceased all
advertising with the magazine.
AFF’s activities against Australian
porn in general also hurt Playboy. The
ministry successfully lobbied legislators to raise the age in which girls
could appear nude in pornography –
from 16 to 18 years old. AFF also
convinced legislators to pass laws
restricting children’s access to porn in
the stores which sell such materials.
Jack Sonnemann said AFF’s next
target will be Australian Penthouse, the
Down-Under version of the U.S. porn
rag. He said that, over the last two
decades, Penthouse circulation has
dropped from 400,000 to 78,000.
“Over the years we have declared
this [fight against porn] a winnable
war and we are winning it a battle at a
time,” Sonnemann said. “We will
continue this war until all our children
are safe from porn.”
Read more about the Australian
Federation for the Family at
www.ausfamily.org.
AFA Journal, 3/01

MATERIAL WHICH IS ILLEGAL TO DISTRIBUTE TO MINORS
Most adults believe that some activities are acceptable or permissible for adults,
but not for children and minors: for example, driving the family car, voting in
elections, obtaining unrestricted access to tobacco or alcohol or to pornography. Each
of these activities requires maturity of judgment. The legal terms “indecent” and
“harmful to minors” correspond to this category of material which has First Amendment protection for adults but not for minors because of the surpassing value of
protecting the young. Restrictions on broadcast indecency and telephone pornography extend into this category, as does much of the concern about Internet pornography.
The few who would abolish all prohibitions on pornography argue that the above
categories are too vague and the laws should therefore be abandoned as unworkable.
Certainly, judgment is required in applying phrases like “indecent” and “obscene,” but
that is also true of many other areas of law. We routinely expect juries to distinguish
between negligence, gross negligence and willful and wanton conduct, without
anyone suggesting that the entire law of negligence be abandoned for vagueness.
Excerpted from the National Coalition for the Protection of Children and Families

UNDERSTANDING WHICH LAWS APPLY
In organizing an anti-pornography campaign in your community, it is important
that you have a basic understanding of the various laws that are applicable to the sale,
display and distribution of pornographic material.
State Laws
Most states have statutes incorporating the Miller definition of obscenity, thus
making it a crime to distribute obscene material. Many states also have various forms
of civil remedies to control the distribution of obscene material. These civil remedies
include:
a. Public nuisance abatement
b. Declaratory judgments
c. Injunction actions
These civil and criminal remedies have been used effectively in numerous cities
and states to control the sale and availability of obscene material.
Many states also have laws that prohibit the open display of materials harmful to
minors.
Many states have enacted statutes that prohibit the use of children in any kind of
sexual performance. They make it a crime to sell such material, regardless of whether
it meets the test for “obscenity.” These child pornography laws have been given
approval by the United States Supreme Court and are necessary to control the
problem of child pornography. A growing number of states also have laws that
prohibit the private possession of child pornography.
Federal Laws
Regardless of what you have been told, there are federal laws that can be used to
control the distribution of obscene material. These laws prohibit (1) the interstate
transportation of obscene material, (2) the use of common carriers to distribute
obscene material, and (3) the importation of obscene material into this country from
other countries. These laws make it a felony to transport, ship or send obscene matter
across any state or U.S. border; or in the U.S. mails; or by common carrier, such as
bus, train, plane, trucking company and UPS, even within a state. (Title 18, U.S. Code
Sections 1461,1462, 1465.)
There are also federal laws which control the content of radio and television
broadcasts, and which prohibit any obscene, indecent or profane language or conduct
by means of the broadcast media. Federal laws can be enforced regardless of whether
a state has an effective obscenity statute.
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Like many states, the federal government has taken steps to ensure that children
are protected from purveyors of pornography. The Congress has enacted law that
protects children from sexual exploitation. Codified at 18 US Code Section 2251,
these laws criminalize certain activities involving children, including the manufacture,
distribution, and or sale of materials that visually depict children in sexually suggestive poses or situations.
Obtaining a copy of applicable laws
For a copy of City or County Ordinances that regulate sexually oriented businesses
contact: city clerk, local police department, city attorney or prosecutor, county
attorney or prosecutor. These offices can be located in the phone directory or by
contacting city hall, or the county courthouse.
For a copy of State Laws that regulate obscenity contact: local police department,
state attorney general’s office, or secretary of state’s office. These may be located in the
phone directory or by dialing directory assistance for your state capitol.
For Federal statutes that regulate obscenity contact: U.S. Attorney’s office. Check
the phone directory for the nearest location or inquire at one of the above offices.
Generally, you may also locate these phone numbers at your local library.
If you have an attorney involved with your group or who is sympathetic toward
your cause, he/she would be able to locate a copy of all the applicable statutes from a
law library. You can also research many applicable laws on the Internet. (See
sidebar.)
However you approach it, request the statute by number and, if possible, a copy of
all other statutes in each of the applicable areas.
ENFORCEMENT OF OBSCENITY LAWS
There are several areas of legal questions that concerned individuals generally
pose. The following information is designed to assist in responding to these queries.
Do I need to have an obscenity law enacted in my town or county to address the
problem? Generally, no. Most states have laws prohibiting the dissemination of
obscene material. The most effective method of addressing obscenity law enforcement is to enforce existing laws. Here are effective steps toward the enforcement of
obscenity laws.
1. Know the laws available to be enforced. These laws may be federal, state or local.
They may include prohibitions against prostitution, obscenity, in addition to
health, zoning and building codes.
2. Know the individuals responsible for enforcing the laws. Identify the prosecutors
and law enforcement officers who have jurisdiction to enforce the laws that are
being violated. Ask for enforcement of a law only by the person who has authority to enforce it, i.e., child pornography by FBI, felony obscenity by district
attorney, misdemeanor obscenity by local prosecutor.
3. Know the types of activities that constitute a particular violation of the law. This
means being a knowledgeable member of the community as to what types of
materials are available and where they are distributed. A Pornography Awareness
Survey may be very helpful. Go to www.afa.net for a sample survey that will aid
in compiling and organizing the information to be gathered. It is unwise,
however, for a citizen to engage in an investigation of a criminal violation. For
example, no one goes to the neighborhood crack house to buy some crack to
take to the police, nor should citizens be expected to buy porn for this purpose.
4. Respect the resource constraints of the prosecutor’s office or the police department. While each government agency has resource limitations, this reality
should not serve to deter the prosecutor from enforcing the law. It should,
however, place a burden upon the agency to efficiently enforce the law and use
its resources wisely.

OBJECTIONS ANSWERED
Q: Does prosecuting adult videotapes
waste money?
A: Only those who do not want
prosecution to take place will use this
argument. The phrase “wasting
money” is a textbook cliché usually
used by pornographers to head off
public outcry. Obscenity is against
the law. The question is: are we going
to pick and choose which laws are
enforced? Citizens who demand their
day in court so that true community
standards can be set would not call it
a waste.
Q: Why bother enforcing the law? The
“adult” bookstores and pornographic
movie houses keep operating while
their owners are in the courts.
A: Continuous, vigorous enforcement
of the law is the answer. When arrests
and prosecutions begin, the sex
industry is put on warning. Prison
sentences, fines, legal fees will put the
pornographers out of business.
Cincinnati is a clean city because of
vigorous, continuous enforcement of
the law. And experts say that with
aggressive enforcement of the law,
the back of the pornography industry
would be broken in 18 months.
Q: You can’t legislate morality.
A: 1. Every law legislates morality by
codifying a standard of conduct for
its citizens. Each citizen makes a
moral decision whether or not to
obey the laws.
2. Obscenity laws are not aimed at
private morals, rather, public morals.
Lawmakers and public officials are
empowered by the community to
safeguard public morals by defending
a community’s welfare against a
willful minority.
RESEARCHING STATUTES
ON THE WEB?
Go to www.findlaw.com

Role of the police
The following questions may serve as a foundation for an analysis of law
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SPOKANE AFA BATTLES PORN
“All it takes for evil to prevail is for
good men to do nothing.” This statement
graces the front of a shopping guide
published by the Spokane (Washington)
AFA (SAFA). The guide contains
pertinent information and statistics
exposing the devastating effects of
pornography on society. In addition, it
lists Spokane convenience stores that do
not sell porn and asks residents to
patronize those stores.
Wayne Lawson, president of the
Spokane affiliate, says the shopping
guide is just one example of the projects
his group has undertaken to battle
pornography since 1990. In 1994, there
were 51 stores that sold porn and 45
that did not. By 1999, only 34 sold
porn, while 83 did not.
Across the years, SAFA has participated in projects ranging from antipornography billboards, to posters
installed on bus benches, to obtaining a
Spokane Mayoral Proclamation of
Pornography Awareness Week. At the
top of the list right now is their quest to
see a “Harmful to Minors” law enacted
that will help protect Washington’s
children from the distribution and
display of pornography.
AFA Journal, 2/01

WHAT’S THE LAW?
Q: How does the law define child
pornography?
A: Any visual depiction of actual or
simulated sexual intercourse,
bestiality, masturbation, sadistic or
masochistic abuse, or a lewd or
lascivious exhibition of the genitals
or pubic area where the depiction is
of a child who is or appears to be
under the age of 18 years.
18 USC Section 2256, New York v. Ferber, 458
U.S. 747 (1982), Osborne v. Ohio, 495
U.S. 103 (1990)

enforcement’s role in enforcing laws in this area.
➤ In the past year, how many obscenity and pornography-related complaints were
filed with the police department? How many actual investigations were
conducted? In the current year? How many obscenity and pornography-related
arrests did the department make? Did those arrests involve child pornography?
Adult obscenity violations? Other? Did those arrests evolve as a result of
investigation or through some other circumstance?
➤ How many obscenity and pornography-related cases did the police department
present to the local prosecutor for prosecution during the preceding year?
Current year? How many of the cases did the prosecutor present for indictment? What types of cases were these? How many cases did the prosecutor
decline to prosecute? What types of cases were these? What was the basis for the
prosecutor’s decision not to prosecute these cases?
➤ In what types of cases have obscenity convictions been obtained in the past
year? Of the cases prosecuted, how many resulted in convictions? Of the
convictions obtained, how many resulted in incarceration? Fines? In how many
cases was the charge reduced by negotiation?
➤ What problems do the law enforcement agents encounter in making obscenity
and pornography-related arrests? What problems do law enforcement agents
face in presenting these cases for prosecution?
➤ What is the police department’s, local prosecutor’s and U. S. attorney’s general
policy concerning obscenity and pornography related law enforcement? What
do these law enforcement agencies perceive as the community standard?
The line of questions listed above should also provide a framework for questions
for the local prosecutor and U. S. Attorney. Citizens should specifically inquire about
the prosecutor’s assessment of the community standard in their area as it relates to
pornography and obscenity and the basis for the opinion:
ASSESSING COMMUNITY STANDARDS
Ask your police/prosecutor/elected official: “Do you believe our commuyour city
allow for the sale or rental of hard core
nity standards in
pornographic magazines and videos? If so, what evidence supports your
belief?”
APPROACHING YOUR PROSECUTOR
1. Write or call the prosecutor for an appointment to discuss the situation in your
community. Identify the nature of your concerns when calling.
2. Establish a friendly relation with the official if possible. This wisdom speaks for
itself, although there are some officials who will be so personally biased when
you approach them, they will be hostile at first.
3. Prepare for the meeting. Don’t go alone – take at least one person with you.
Don’t assume they are familiar with the obscenity statutes or effective procedures in prosecution. Have with you a copy or statute number of all possible
statutes that may apply for their easy reference. (If there is not a law, then you
should not be meeting to ask for enforcement. You should first work towards
the passage of a good obscenity law.) Provide a good sample of a law that has
been upheld in court.
4. Present factual information and resources for their assistance. Make a list of the
types of violations you believe are taking place and those individuals or
businesses that are responsible. You may wish to compile a list of titles of video
tapes or magazines that are being distributed in your community which are
potentially in violation of the law.
5. It is critical that you be well informed and be able to discuss the obscenity
problem in your community. Remember that the prosecutor may not have the
legal authority to resolve all problems in your community and you should not
ask him to do something he does not have authority to do.
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6. Support the prosecutor who will enforce the law. Identify your support and the
support of your group for a prosecutor who will enforce the obscenity laws as
he does other laws in your community. You should, however, maintain an
“arm’s length” relationship with the prosecutor and police department. You are
only asking the prosecutor to do his job, not become involved with your
organization or support the efforts of your group. Let the prosecutor know that
there are training and trial resources available to him through groups like AFA,
should he wish assistance in the preparation of the obscenity case.
As in any effort, you must remain polite, yet firm, in approaching public officials.
An informed and courteous approach will benefit all sides involved in maintaining a
high quality of life in your community. Establish a friendly relationship with public
officials who may have some influence with the prosecutor. Remain reasonable and
civil at all times. Always conduct yourself as a concerned citizen working within the
law. Don’t be disappointed if they do not approach this area as enthusiastically as you
would like. Prosecution of obscenity is not a priority across our country.
WHEN A PROSECUTOR IS UNCOOPERATIVE
There are other avenues open to citizens when officials refuse or delay acting upon
your complaints.
1. Public pressure - The Prosecutor’s position is a public office. He is not free to act
upon his personal preferences but is to professionally carry out the responsibilities outlined by the appropriate charter for this office and the oath of office he
swore to uphold. He may be an elected official or appointed by an elected
official. In either case, public pressure can be focused upon the appropriate
offices through the various means listed below. Keep researching the issue until
you reach the elected official responsible. Apply public pressure to his office. It
may be necessary to check campaign contributions that are, according to law,
part of the public record. You may check at your county or city clerk’s office for
a copy of the political contribution records. Examples of public pressure
include:
a. Personal appeal to the mayor or appropriate supervisor
b. Appear at a city council meeting to speak publicly
c. Organize a letter writing or phone calling campaign to his/her office and
media
d. Picket his/hre office
e. Host a town meeting and invite the prosecutor to explain why the laws are
not being enforced
f. Host a non-partisan debate where the issue is obscenity enforcement
2. Grand jury investigation - Normally the identity of the grand jurors is confidential. But if the chairman or any members of the grand jury are known or if you
are serving on a grand jury, you may attempt to bring the issue to the jury’s
attention for discussion in session and possible investigation.
If none of the above citizen actions are effective in getting obscenity laws enforced,
you must take the following action first. First and foremost, you don’t have a pornography problem; you have a political problem! You must choose to get involved in the
election process, outside your non-profit organization or church, to find and support
a candidate who will make this an issue in the next election. Then, and only then, will
you begin to make progress in raising the standards in your community.
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ALABAMA CITY SCORES
WIN AGAINST MOVIE GALLERY
The campaign to persuade the
third-largest video store chain in the
U.S. to cease distributing pornography
won an initial skirmish in Fayette,
Alabama as concerned churches and
city officials swung into action.
Movie Gallery has nearly a
thousand stores in 31 states, and is the
third largest video retailer in the
country behind Blockbuster and
Hollywood Entertainment. Movie
Gallery sells and rents hard core
pornography from back rooms in over
200 of those video outlets, and rents
soft core Playboy and Penthouse videos
from the main floor area in most stores.
The company planned to open a
new video outlet in Fayette in midApril. When a local pastor told Mayor
Ray Nelson about the videos, Nelson
called AFA Special Projects Director
Randy Sharp for help. When Sharp
showed up in Fayette, he was surprised
to discover a room full of people ready
for action.
Nelson contacted Movie Gallery
Chairman Joe Malugen, who told the
mayor that the new store would not
have a porn-stocked back room, but
would be renting the Playboy and
Penthouse videos.
In response, city officials and
church members agreed to continuously picket outside the new Movie
Gallery as soon as it opened. The mayor
also contacted Fayette’s other two
locally-owned video stores, who agreed
to remove their soft core porn.
As a result, Movie Gallery relented,
and promised that the new store would
not stock even the soft core porn
videos. “This was a victory for citizens
who got involved, it was a victory for
morality in our community, and it was
a victory for Jesus,” said Mayor Nelson.
Excerpted from the AFA Journal, 5/01
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Establishing community standards
OBJECTIONS ANSWERED
Q: Will one case decide our community
standards?
A: No. The pornographers would like
you to believe that if they have a
hung jury or win one case that
community standards have been
established. The fact is that as long
as there are adult videotapes in any
county, prosecution must never let
up. Each tape is decided one at a
time. As long as video store owners
think obscenity is protected by the
First Amendment, then prosecution
must occur to settle the issue.
Prosecution will let up if the citizen
complaints stop.
Q: The video industry says it rents and
sells hundreds of millions of “adult”
video tapes each year. Doesn’t this
demonstrate “community standards”?
A: No. The courts have found that, with
regard to community standards,
tolerance is not acceptance. In the
1960s, there were more than 250
child pornography monthly
magazines, mostly sold from “adult”
bookstores. This business was
exposed, denounced by the
American people, and driven
underground. Besides, if Americans
have really “accepted” hard core
pornography, why have so many
organized to fight it, and to demand
that prosecutors bring these
criminals to court?

Among citizens concerned about obscenity in their local communities, one
question repeatedly arises: How, as citizens in our area, do we set our community
standards? The phrase “community standards” comes from the Supreme Court’s
decision in Miller v. California, 413 U.S. 15 (1973). In setting forth the test for
obscenity, the Court stated that the issues of whether the material has patently
offensive representations of sexual conduct and whether the material appeals to the
prurient interest should be judged by the community standards. This phrase was an
attempt to counter the suggestion that obscenity should be judged by “national
standards.” The Court noted that “it is not realistic nor constitutionally sound to read
the First Amendment as requiring that the people of Maine or Mississippi accept
public depiction of conduct found tolerable in Las Vegas or New York City.” Through
this statement the Court realized that it would be unworkable to try to determine
acceptability on a basis as broad as the entire nation. The concept of the “community”
merely provided a more workable vehicle for such a determination.
Community standards cannot be discussed in a vacuum. The legal concept of
community standards is relevant only during an obscenity prosecution. As a legal
concept, a community may be the state, the county or the city. The “community” for
purposes of an obscenity prosecution may be defined by statute or by case law. If it is
not specifically defined, the court may instruct the jury that they should consider the
standards of the geographic area from which the jury pool is drawn.
The parameters of this legal concept do not mean, however, that a community
should not strive to improve the quality of life by refusing to accept or even tolerate
potentially obscene material. A community that makes it unprofitable for business to
sell or rent pornographic or obscene material will make great strides in establishing a
standard of community non-acceptance for such material.
The best way to firmly establish community standards is through consistent
enforcement of the obscenity laws. Businesses that distribute sexually oriented
material will clearly see the types of material that will be accepted by the community
and those that will not. Communities like Cincinnati, Ohio, that have eliminated the
distribution of obscene material have done so in large part because of consistent law
enforcement efforts. This model can be replicated in any community and every
community can maintain an environment free of illegal obscene material.
Phil Burress, President, Citizens for Community Values, writes about one city’s
fight to be free from obscenity:
Since Citizens for Community Values’ inception in 1983, we have
attempted to educate the community about obscenity, its harm, and our
community standards. Cincinnati is often called a conservative town.
People have confused conservatism with high community values. Yes,
conservatives are more likely to fight for high community standards than
liberals, but that doesn’t make a community conservative.
The Mapplethorpe issue was consistently referred to as conservatives
“versus” liberals. Community standards are not left or right. They are
high, low or somewhere in between. A liberal community can have high
standards just as easily as a conservative community can have low
standards.
Liberals and conservatives alike, for the most part, want a wholesome,
clean community in which to raise their families. They want a community free of sex shops on every corner. Have you ever seen just one adult
bookstore or one video store renting adult tapes in a community? NO!
Where the community standards are low enough to permit their existence, there will never be a shortage of people who are willing to take
advantage of fellow human beings’ weaknesses.
In 1973 the Supreme Court ruled that each community can set its own
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community standards. How are they set? It really is simple, here is how
you fit into the formula: If you want low community standards, be silent.
The law states that all material is protected by the First Amendment
until a judge or jury finds the material obscene. Therefore, if you know of
a place of business, open to the public, which sells, rents, displays, gives
away, or distributes in any way material you believe to be obscene, and
you are silent, the material will never be prosecuted. A judge or jury will
never make the decision on whether the material is obscene if you are
silent. And, consequently, the material will never be prosecuted. As
community standards continue to drop, you will begin to see strip clubs,
peep booths, and adult bookstores. Tomorrow, a person could open a
porno store in downtown Cincinnati selling video tapes of men having
sex with animals, and that material would be protected by the First
Amendment until it is prosecuted and a judge or jury finds it obscene.
If you want high community standards, speak up.
If you find questionable material available, you must write a letter or
call and report the questionable material to your local law enforcement
agency. It’s reported in the same manner you would report any other
crime.
If you were right, and the material is found obscene by a judge or jury,
community standards are raised back to the level before the material was
made available.
If you were wrong, and the material is found not to be obscene by a
judge or jury, community standards stay where they are until the next
court case. The legal process is the only way to raise community standards unless the questionable material is removed voluntarily.
The key phrase is “Silence is Acceptance.” If you see something you
believe to be obscene and you are silent, you are, in reality, accepting it as
a community standard.
It has been said, “Cincinnati has the highest community standards in
the country.” We receive calls from all over the country asking, “How did
you achieve such high standards?” A television crew from Germany flew
to Cincinnati recently, to do what they called a “60 Minutes-type show”
on how Cincinnati got rid of pornography. They were amazed there was a
city in the United States free of obscenity.
From other communities we hear people say, “We file complaints and
nothing is done by our prosecutor or police department.” They are
electing the wrong people to office. They have prosecutor standards, not
community standards.
We know that across America there is a shortage of citizens who are
willing to speak up and a shortage of law enforcement officers who will
prosecute to determine community standards. We are blessed that
Greater Cincinnati has no shortage of either.
HOW TO MAINTAIN HIGH COMMUNITY STANDARDS
1. Prosecution of material that meets the elements of the crime, not necessarily
winning the trial, is what raises community standards. As long as merchants choose to
pander prosecutable pornography, the law must be enforced so juries or a judge can
decide if the material is obscene and in violation of community standards. This takes
action on the part of law enforcement and prosecutors to diligently and rigorously
investigate and enforce state obscentiy laws, upholding their sworn duty and oath of
office to serve, protect and enforce all state laws. Failure to enforce state obscenity laws
is the only way community standards can be lowered.
2. Take a vocal stand against soft core pornography. The attitude of a community
toward soft core pornography sends a public policy message concerning all pornography. The road to high community standards begin with a strong message that soft
core pornography is unacceptable.
AMERICAN FAMILY ASSOCIATION, INC.

REPORT OFFENSIVE BILLBOARDS
1. Contact the company that owns
the billboard, not the advertiser, and
make a respectful appeal to remove it.
2. If the owner refuses to remove it,
take two photos of the offensive
billboard. Keep one for your records.
3. Send a photo with name, address
and phone number of the billboard
owner and the exact address location of
the billboard, including city and state,
to the Outdoor Advertising Association
of America for determination whether
the billboard owner is violating the
OAAA code of ethical conduct.
4. If there is an ethical violation, the
OAAA will contact the association
member directly.
Outdoor Advertising Association
of America
1850 M Street N.W., Suite 1040
Washington, DC 20036
OBJECTIONS ANSWERED
Q: Why can’t a majority vote by the
citizens set “community standards”
and keep SOBs out? Why should
they be allowed to operate since
they cause problems and distribute
“obscenity”?
A: Two reasons: the First Amendment
and the presumption of innocence.
“Expressive” materials and conduct
cannot be banned on the presumption that they might be obscene.
That is “censorship” and unconstitutional “prior restraint.” In a
criminal trial (presumption of
innocence) of an SOB owner
charged with distributing “obscenity,” the jury will be instructed to
use a “contemporary community
standard” as the reference point by
which it will judge the material in
question and the “innocence” of the
accused, Miller v. California, 413
U.S. 15 (1973). If they find it to be
obscene, both presumptions will
have been rebutted. The defendant
is guilty. That does not mean, by
itself, that the business may be
banned.
Excerpted from Crucial Considerations for a
Constitutional and Effective Sexually
Oriented Business Ordinance, National Law
Center for Children and Families, 1996.
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What can one person really do about pornography?
SIZE OF LEGAL PORN INDUSTRY
➤According to the April 10, 2000
issue of Forbes magazine, the world’s
legal pornography business reached $56
billion in 1999.
Adult videos
$20.0
Sex clubs
5.01
Magazines
7.52
Phone Sex
4.5
Escort Services
11.0
Cable/satellite/
pay-per-view TV
2.53
CD/DVD
1.5
Internet
1.5
Novelties
1.0
Others
1.5
TOTAL
$56.0 4
1
Majority accounted for by
approximately 2,500 U. S. strip clubs.
2
Includes Playboy, Penthouse,
Hustler and numerous other titles more
explicit than Hustler.
3
Includes the Playboy channel, Spice,
Adam and Eve and hotel pay-per-view.
4
Illegal markets not included.

No doubt, our culture is sex saturated. It seems every place you look there is some
depiction of sensual or erotic activity to capture the thoughts and minds of people.
That is a fact that is hard to deny. Hopefully by now you’re convinced that something needs to be done about pornography in America. But what can one person
really do about it? AFA believes you really can make a difference and that’s why we
have prepared this booklet. Let’s look at what one person can do about pornography
in his/her community. Later in this booklet we will address the issue of forming an
organization to fight pornography and the benefits that can be derived from such
action.

Source: Private Media Group, Inc.

GENERAL VIDEO AND MAGAZINE STATISTICS
➤ The Video Software Dealers Association, the trade association for the entire
home video industry, estimates that more than 25,000 of the 60,000 retail video
outlets across the United States carry adult/pornographic videos. In addition,
hundreds of small boutique and large mail order companies sell adult/pornographic
tapes directly to consumers.
➤ Nationally, in stores that carry both general release and adult video, the adult
portion of sales and rentals was 22.5% in 1999. In stores in the Western region of the
United States (California, Arizona, Oregon and Washington), adult videos made up
39.6% of the sales and rentals in stores that carry both general release and adult
video. This means that many, if not most, video retailers depend upon adult/pornographic videos to stay in business.
➤ The average store in the state of California stocks over 700 different adult tapes
for rental. This excludes tapes stocked for re-sale, which is a large number, but
difficult to accurately calculate. According to the Free Speech Coalition, adult videos
are often the primary profit center for non-chain video stores. Adult videos carry
higher rental fees, rent for longer periods, and are more likely to convert to sales.
Without adult/pornographic videos, many of California’s 2,800 retailers that carry
the videos would not stay in business.
➤ Following a decline in the 1980s, the number of new releases of hard core adult
videos, including features, 30- and 60-minute videos, amateur videos, re-releases and
compilations, has mushroomed in the 1990s. According to the December, 1999, Adult
Video News Publications, Inc., there were 10,160 new hard core adult videos released
in 1999. About 80% were written, cast, shot, edited, soundtracked, duplicated and
boxed in the San Fernando Valley of California. Hollywood’s major studios, by
comparison, released 231 feature films in 1997.
➤ Adult hard core video rentals have increased from 410 million in 1991 to 711
million in 1999. According to Adult Video News Publications, Inc., the gender

ANNUAL SALES OF ADULT VIDEOS
ACCORDING TO ADULT VIDEO NEWS,
12/99
➤ Average number of adult tapes
stocked per store by region (stores
carrying both adult and general
releases):
Northeast: 756
Southeast: 288
Mid-South: 304
Southwest: 75
Midwest: 456
Rocky Mountain: 471
West Coast: 701
➤ Number of hard core titles to hit
the market (estimated at press time):
1987: 1,300
1994: 3,224
1988: 1,250
1995: 5,575
1989: 1,300
1996: 7,852
1990: 1,275
1997: 7,970
1991: 1,575
1998: 9,096
1992: 2,200
1999: 10,160
1993: 2,475
2000: 11,041

Video and convenience stores
Local video and convenience stores pose one of the greatest risks to communities
across America. Statistics gathered by AFA show the average age of first time exposure
to pornography to be around 8 years old. It’s tragic, and very often that first exposure
comes from a pornographic magazine or video from a local store. This is what makes
local stores such a key battleground in the fight for decency and high community
standards. Stores that distribute hard core or sexually explicit magazines or video
tapes have been known to sell or rent such material to children but most often
children are exposed by accidentally and innocently stumbling across it. In addition,
the infiltration of obscene videotapes into general rental stores weakens the community standards and permits the same message to be disseminated in a more acceptable
environment. These stores are where young minds are first told that pornography is
OK and thus, should be a focus of significant efforts in the fight for decency.
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breakdown of renters is: men alone – 71%; men with women – 19%; men with men –
7%; women alone – 2%; and women with women – less than 1%.
➤ In stores that carry both general release and hard core pornographic videos,
there is a consistent disproportionate profit that retailers make from their pornographic inventory versus general release, especially compared to the percentage of
inventory carried. For example:
Name of Store

Video Magic (Fairplay, MD)
Budget Music and Video (Minot, ND)
Video to Rol (Oneonta, NY)
The Flicks of Alma (Alma, MI)
Kim and Eddie’s Videos (Blacksburg, VA)

% of inventory is adult

% of all sales is adult

25%
10%
<1%
5%
23%

50%
20%
18%
15%
40%

➤ When you compare the price of the average general release movie that video
stores pay to producers (over $60) to the average for a new adult release ($20-$25),
assuming you derive the same income from both sources, the adult movie will bring
you three times the profit. (Adult Video News, 12/98)
➤ Video retailers across the country routinely charge more for rentals of adult
titles than they do for even the priciest new release mainstream titles. Charging 25
cents, 50 cents and even a dollar more per rental, they do so, as one retailer succinctly
put it, “because we can.” The law of supply and demand smiles upon retailers who
price their adult sections aggressively. Many of them credit the wild popularity of
porn and its seductive return-on-investment potential for keeping smaller retailers in
business in the face of rising prices of non X-rated videos and ruthless big chain
competitors. (Adult Video News, 11/97)
RIDDING YOUR COMMUNITY OF SEX VIDEOS AND MAGAZINES
Many general video rental stores contain a section with “adult” material. If the
store rents or sells material that is obscene under a state statute, the store can be
prosecuted in the same manner as an “adult only” outlet is prosecuted. Prosecutors
should be encouraged to be aware of the types of “adult” material these stores make
available just as they are aware of the material in the “adults only” porn stores.
The average person may never know a video store rents these tapes unless he or
she is looking for them. Different stores use various methods to avoid detection by
citizens. Often the customers must look through an “adult tape book” where the plots
of the adult tapes are described, for example, group sex, homosexuality, gang rape.
After choosing a tape, the customer then requests the tape by number where the tape
is retrieved from a hidden area. Stores that sell openly displayed adult material feel
there is no reason to worry about citizens or law enforcement.
Video tapes that are harmful to minors, but not illegal for adults, may be the
subject of additional regulation. State or local communities may enact legislation to
protect minors from material deemed harmful. This legislation, known as “display
laws,” may require that the material be placed out of the reach of minors, placed
behind opaque covers or made available to adults upon request only. These regulations, while permitting such material to be made available to adults who request it,
protect children from its content. Display laws have been known to reduce pornography sales up to 75% because it’s out of sight. Customers may not know it’s available
or they’re too ashamed to ask for it.
Aside from encouraging the active enforcement of obscenity laws and harmful to
minor laws, citizens can also encourage local store owners to discontinue the sale or
rental of such material. Local stores are a part of the community and should be
responsive to community needs and standards. Informed citizens presenting the
concerns of the community can often be effective in maintaining a high quality of life
in the area.
The first thing you should always do is ask the manager or owner to discontinue
the sale of pornographic material. Many are surprised that it often takes just one nice
AMERICAN FAMILY ASSOCIATION, INC.

➤ Adult video rental and sales
volume in video stores and adult stores
excluding mail order:
1992: $1.6 Billion
1993: $2.1 Billion
1994: $2.5 Billion
1995: $3.1 Billion
1996: $3.9 Billion
1997: $4.2 Billion
1998: $4.1 Billion
1999: $4.05 Billion
➤ Number of adult rentals all stores
(statistics through 1995 included only
general video stores):
1991: 410,000,000
1992: 445,000,000
1993: 490,000,000
1994: 528,000,000
1995: 609,000,000
1996: 665,000,000
1997: 697,000,000
1998: 686,000,000
1999: 711,000,000
➤ Percentage of inventory that is
adult (stores carrying both adult and
general releases):
19.6% adult oriented
80.4% non-adult oriented
➤ Adult rentals by gender of renter:
Men with Men: 7%
Men Alone: 71%
Women with Women: less than 1%
Women alone: 2%
Men and Women: 19%
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CASE IN POINT...
■ An estimated 70% of all pornography (magazines and videos) ends
up in the hands of children, with
potential adverse long term effects
on their sexual development
according to Henry Boatwright,
Chairman of the U.S. Advisory
Board for Social Concerns.
Dallas Morning News 5/5/84

■ 86% of all rapists admit to regular
use of pornography, with 57%
admitting actual imitation of
pornographic scenes in commission of sex crimes.
W. Marshall, 1985

■ The Final Report of the 1986 Attorney
General’s Commission on Pornography
lists a full chapter of testimony (pp.
197-223) from victims whose
assailants had previously viewed
pornographic materials. The adverse
effects range from physical harm
(rape, torture, murder, sexually
transmitted diseases) to psychological harm (suicidal thoughts, fear,
shame, nightmares).
■ Psychologist Edward Donnerstein
(University of Wisconsin) found that
brief exposure to violent forms of
pornography can lead to anti-social
attitudes and behavior. Male viewers
tend to be more agressive toward
women, less responsive to pain and
suffering of rape victims, and more
willing to accept various myths about
rape.
Pornography and Violence Against Women, 1980

■ Peep show booths, which sometimes
have holes built in their walls to
allow men to perform anonymous
sexual acts with one another, play a
significant role in the spread of
sexually transmitted diseases.
■ A study by FBI researchers of 36
serial killers revealed that 29 were
attracted to pornography and
incorporated it into their sexual
activity, which included serial rapemurder.
■ In a study of 43 pedophiles, the Los
Angeles Police Department found
adult or child pornography
(magazines, photos, or videos)
involved in 100% of the cases
investigated.

request to get a store to remove its pornography.
One effective tool is the DEAR STORE OWNER/MANAGER letter/card. You may
want to write a letter to the store owner/manager or print business cards to leave with
the manager or clerk when asking that the pornography be removed. Samples are
provided below.
STEPS TO USE WHEN CONTACTING THE STORE OWNER/MANAGER
1. CONTACT OWNER/MANAGER. Once you have discovered that a store is selling
or renting sexually oriented material, make a personal and polite request that the
material not be sold in your community. Tell him or her of your concern about the
effects of pornography. You should ask your family and friends to contact the store.

Dear Manager,
While shopping in you
r store recently, I cou
sell (rent) pornograph
ld not help but notice
ic magazines (videos
that you
). Perhaps you have
the potential harm suc
not considered
h materials have on
our community.
Pornography fuels sex
ual crimes against
regularly admit to thi
women and children
s fact. Statistics also
. Rapists
show the largest con
nography are childr
sumers of poren between the ages
of 12 and 17 – som
important and forma
e of the most
tive years of a young
person’s emotional
velopment. Pornogra
and sexual dephy is certainly not
an
ap
pro
priate textbook.
Please consider rep
lacing these materials
and responsible. Until
with something mo
re decent
then, my family and
I will do business els
encourage others to
ewhere and will
do the same.

2. CHECK LAWS. Approach your city police department concerning any laws that
apply to the material in question. They should be able to provide you with your state
obscenity or harmful to minors laws and any local sexual oriented business ordinances. Ask them to investigate and enforce the applicable laws. See page 13 for
procedures on getting obscenity laws enforced.
3. ENCOURAGE ELECTED OFFICIALS. Simultaneously, approach your local
officials such as mayor, councilmen, and supervisors at a public meeting. Ask them to
support the enforcement of these codes. Ask that the proper officers be instructed to
investigate and enforce the existing laws in your local area. This should be done in a
tactful, well-prepared and factual presentation.
4. BUILD SUPPORT. Get as many people as possible to write and call the officials
from their voting area prior to the meeting. It is always best to fill the room with
people when this request is made and inform the news media prior to the appearance.
People equals votes and politicians understand votes.
5. BOYCOTT. If all attempts to get a store to remove the pornography fail, then
organize a boycott of the business. Start with your church group/members and share
your experience with your pastor and church leaders asking for their support. Provide
material concerning the harm of pornography and accurate information about its
availability in your community and any applicable laws. Do not assume because they
are leaders that they are informed about pornography and its effects. Arrange for
someone to share in other churches and organizations concerning the pornography
problem and solicit their support in the boycott and continue to encourage it for
however long it takes to obtain a positive response from the business. Don’t be
surprised or discouraged if you receive little support. Remember, it only takes a few to
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get the job done!
6. ORGANIZE A PUBLIC RALLY FOR DECENCY . This forces the public to think about
the fact that pornography is being sold at a particular business in their community. It will
serve as an educational and motivational tool for others to join in pressuring the business to
stop selling the material. Steps to a successful rally are outlined on page 44.
SAMPLE LETTER TO STORE OWNERS/MANAGERS

Dear Manager,
While shopping in your store recently, I could not help but notice
that you sell (rent) pornographic magazines (videos). Perhaps you have
not considered the potential harm such materials have on our community.
In Norman, Oklahoma, a young boy was sexually mutilated by a

RAPIST ADMITS PORN ADDICTION
Before being sentenced to a
minimum of 49 years in prison for
raping four women, Mark Johns, a 27year-old father of three, apologized to
his victims and spoke of his addiction
to pornography as a major cause of his
crimes.
“There is not a day that goes by that
I don’t regret getting involved in
pornography and eventually becoming
addicted to it to the point where I no
longer functioned as a normal adult,”
Johns said. “I cannot explain why I was
compelled to lash out against innocent
women to release the rage inside me.”
Johns traced his addiction back to
age 8 or 9 when he began looking at his
dad’s Hustler magazines.
The Plain Dealer (Cleveland, OH),11/1/97

man copying an act he had read about in “Hustler” magazine. Sadly,
that magazine could have been purchased at any number of convenience stores in America. Pornography is repeatedly implicated in such
lurid sex crimes against women, children and men. The fact that such
materials may be legal is not the issue. Evidence that such materials
have the potential for causing harm to innocent women and children
should be enough. How would you feel if a child molester used magazines (videos) purchased (rented) at your store in a sex crime in our
community. I hope you would feel very bad about it. And whatever
profit was derived from the sale of pornography would pale against
such a crime.
You have no obligation to sell pornography. It is not a matter of
censorship. It is a matter of citizenship. As a businessperson, within
the confines of the law, you have the right to sell whatever you want.
We trust, however, that you will make the socially and morally responsible decision to not carry such materials. Our community will be much
better off.
Though I have nothing personally against you, should you decide to
continue to sell (rent) pornographic magazines (videos), I cannot in
good conscience patronize your store. The issue is so important that I
must also encourage my friends, acquaintances and fellow church
members not to shop here. Should you decide to remove the pornography, I will be happy to resume shopping in your store and encourage

PORN CRUSHED IN BIG D
The drive to run pornography out
of Dallas, Texas, and its suburbs is
rolling, literally. A Grand Prairie, Texas
businessman did the honors by
mounting a 13-ton drum roller and
crushing $50,000 worth of porn films.
Jim Ryfell had received the smut as part
of a settlement between his realty
management company and a video
chain which had gone bankrupt. Ryfell
said when he got the $50,000 worth of
illicit tapes instead of his money, he
never considered selling them to try
and recoup some of his losses.
“We need to take a stand against
pornography,” said Ryfell. “We need to
take a stand for decency. It starts with
the person in the mirror.” Ryfell is also
taking steps to make sure he doesn’t
face anything like this again. He refuses
now to lease space to “any business that
has a service or product that dishonors
our Lord.”
Fort Worth Star Telegram, 11/21/96

others to do so.
Thank you for any consideration you give this important issue. I
look forward to your response.
Sincerely,
Your name

AMERICAN FAMILY ASSOCIATION, INC.

ACTIVIST TIP
Print a shorter version of the owner/
manager letter on a business card. (See
sample on previous page.) Keep them
handy to give store owners and managers when you notice pornography
being sold.
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Sexually oriented businesses
FACTS
■ According to Rob Abner, a former
analyst at E. F. Hutton who now
publishes Stripper magazine, a trade
journal, the number of major strip
clubs in the U. S. roughly doubled
between 1987 and 1992. In 1997,
there was about 2,500 of these clubs
nationwide, with annual income
ranging from $500,000 to more than
$5 million at a well-run “gentlemen’s
club.”
■ The salaries of featured dancers have
risen astronomically. The nation’s
top five or six porn actresses earn
$15,000 to $20,000 a week to dance
at strip clubs, doing four 20-minute
shows each night.
U. S. News & World Report, 2/10/97

DON’T GIVE UP
Don Wise, Director of Craighead
County AFA in Jonesboro, Arkansas,
proved that perseverance is a key
ingredient in getting action on profamily issues. After county leaders
rejected his proposed ordinance to keep
adult businesses at bay, Wise didn’t let
his nine months of work go to waste.
Through a letter-writing campaign,
Wise strategically mobilized almost
1,800 citizens in districts whose elected
officials had voted against the ordinance. This caused enough lawmakers
to rescind their previous vote. Less than
two months later, they passed an
extensive law regulating sexuallyoriented businesses.
AFA Journal, 3/00

THE PROBLEM OF SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESSES
As morality declines, outlets of sexual deviance typically ensue in order to take
advantage of the profit potential made available by consumers of sexually oriented
materials or services. However, sexually oriented businesses require special supervision in order to protect and preserve the health, safety, and welfare of the patrons of
such businesses as well as the citizens of the communities in which they locate. The
adverse secondary effects caused or created by sexually oriented businesses (SOBs)
include unlawful sexual activities, sexually transmitted diseases, a deleterious effect on
surrounding businesses, declining property values in surrounding residential neighborhoods, increased crime and blight and a general downgrading of the quality of life
in the areas adjacent to SOBs. These adverse secondary effects have been documented
in numerous studies and court cases.
WHAT ARE SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESSES?
Generally, an SOB is any business that, as one of its principal business purposes,
offers for any form of consideration any entertainment, materials, or services that
appeal to a prurient (lustful, lewd, or lascivious) interest in sex. Types of SOBs
include, but are not limited to, adult arcades, adult bookstores, adult video stores,
adult cabarets, adult motels, adult motion picture theaters, adult theaters, escort
agencies, nude model studios, and sexual encounter centers.
FIRST AMENDMENT CONSIDERATIONS
The United States Supreme Court has interpreted the First Amendment of the
Constitution as protecting, as free speech, the sale, lease, or rental of sexually oriented
materials or services that may be “indecent” but are not “obscene” (illegal) in relation
to existing community standards. Nevertheless, the Court acknowledged that businesses that offer sexual materials and services create certain types of negative side
effects that are not related to speech. These side effects, which the Court terms
“adverse secondary effects,” are those effects described previously in the section
entitled, The Problem of Sexually Oriented Businesses.
Although the Court has upheld, as a matter of constitutional right, the sale, lease,
or rental of non-obscene sexually oriented materials or services, the Court nonetheless has stated that communities have the right to regulate SOBs in order to minimize
or eliminate the adverse secondary effects that are prevalent as a matter of course
whenever these types of businesses operate in an unbridled fashion.
REGULATING SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESSES
There are two primary ways to regulate an SOB: zoning and licensing. Either or
both of these ways may be used. In both of these regulatory forms, the SOB must
comply with the regulations or face penalties and/or closure. Since the true purpose
of an SOB is always profit and never freedom of speech, regulation of the business
serves the community’s interest in maintaining the morals, safety, and welfare of its
citizens by combating the adverse secondary effects generated by SOBs.
1. Zoning regulations: A town or municipality may enact legislation regulating the
place where sexually oriented businesses may operate. As long as the legislation is
rationally related to the purpose for which it was enacted, it will, with few exceptions, be
upheld as constitutional. As a rule, most local governments that enact zoning legislation
for sexually oriented businesses either cluster these businesses into one area, or disperse
them throughout the community subject to certain restrictions. For example, many
communities have distance requirements that prohibit an SOB from locating within
1,000 feet of a residence, church, school, day care center, or another SOB.
2. Licensing requirements: Another effective method of regulation is a licensing
requirement. Here, the regulation requires all operators and employees to obtain
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licenses before they can operate or be employed by an SOB. The license application
can be rigorous in its solicitation of background information, thereby ensuring that
persons with certain criminal convictions cannot operate or be employed by the SOB.
In addition, the licensing requirement may prohibit certain types of behavior on the
premises of the SOB, such as nudity or alcohol consumption. It can also regulate the
SOB’s hours of operation, and can impose stiff sanctions for violations of its provisions, including fines and/or suspension or revocation of the license. As a rule,
licensing requirements have been very effective in halting or minimizing the adverse
secondary effects caused by SOBs.
REGULATING PUBLIC NUDITY
In March, 2000, in the case of City of Erie et al. v. PAP’s A.M., tdba “Kandyland”,
the U. S. Supreme Court reaffirmed the government’s ability to ban public nudity as
originally determined in the 1991 landmark U. S. Supreme Court case of Barnes v.
Glen Theatre. The Barnes decision held that it is legal to prosecute nude dancers
under the Indiana public indecency laws.
The U.S. Supreme Court decision in Barnes v. Glen Theatre stated in part:
The law is clearly within the state’s constitutional power. And it furthers
a substantial governmental interest in protecting societal order and morality. Public indecency statutes reflect moral disapproval of people appearing
nude among strangers in public places and this particular law follows a line
of state law, dating back to 1831, banning public nudity.
The state’s traditional police power is defined as the authority to provide
for the public health, safety, and morals, and such a basis for legislation has
been upheld [constitutionally].
The governmental interest [in preventing public nudity] is unrelated to
the suppression of free expression, since public nudity is the evil the state
seeks to prevent, whether or not it is combined with expressive activity.
Finally, the incidental restriction on First Amendment freedom is no
greater than is essential to the furtherance of the governmental interest.
Therefore, the government may regulate expressive activity if, (1) the limitations
are incidental to the speech or expression, (2) the limitations are designed to be
content neutral, and (3) the limitations protect the general welfare or societal order
and public morals.
Most states and communities have been slow to see the potential power of these
Supreme Court rulings. The problem is that many public officials don’t know how to
regulate public nudity constitutionally. While the government cannot legally single
out nude dancing for regulation just because it doesn’t approve of the activity or
expressive message, it can regulate nudity to protect the general welfare or public
morals and, as a result, require all nude dance clubs to comply with the law.
WHAT CAN SOB ZONING AND LICENSING ORDINANCES REGULATE?
The AFA Center for Law & Policy has obtained copies of numerous studies
demonstrating that so-called adult entertainment creates significant adverse secondary effects as described previously in the section entitled The Problem of Sexually
Oriented Businesses on page 22. With the data from these studies as the basis and
motivation, any governmental entity can enact constitutionally-sound sexually
oriented business ordinances that will eliminate or curb the adverse secondary effects
of SOBs and public nudity. In general, to protect the public health, morals, societal
good, and property values, effective laws regulating SOBs should include some
version of the following provisions:
1. Zoning to establish set backs and scatter provisions for SOBs, a.k.a. a 1,000 foot
rule.
2. Require all non-conforming, pre-existing businesses to come into compliance
within a specified period of time.
AMERICAN FAMILY ASSOCIATION, INC.

CASE IN POINT...
Los Angeles compared crime statistics in areas where sexually oriented
businesses (SOBs) were located to areas
of the city without SOBs.
■ The areas with SOBs experienced an
increase in crime with:
• pandering up 340%
• murder 42.3%
• aggravated assault 45.2%
• robbery 52.6%
• purse snatching 17%
■ An appraiser questionnaire was
distributed to real estate professionals. The results can be summarized as
follows:
• 87.7% felt SOBs would decrease
market value of business property
in the same vicinity.
• 72.8% felt the concentration of
SOBs would decrease the annual
income of other businesses in
that same vicinity.
• Over 90% felt that the concentration of SOBs would decrease the
market value of private residences
located within 1000 feet by up to
20%.
■ A survey of property owners
indicated that almost 85% felt that
SOBs had a negative effect on the
sales and profits of businesses. Over
80% felt that SOBs had a negative
effect on the value and appearance of
homes in the area of the SOBs. Area
property and business owners cited:
• Difficulty in renting office space
• Difficulty in keeping desirable
tenants
• Difficulty in recruiting employees
• Limits hours of operation during
evening hours
• Deters patronage from women and
families
• Generally reduces business
patronage
Respondents emphasized concerns
about the high incidence of crime. A
high percentage of respondents said
that the aesthetics of SOBs are garish,
sleazy, shabby, blighted, tasteless and
tend to increase the incidence of
litter and graffiti.
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BUSINESSMAN LEADS TOWN IN
CAMPAIGN AGAINST PORNOGRAPHY
Jim Koeting knows how to fight
porn in O’Fallon, Missouri: elect the
right people to public office.
Koeting helped get the St. Charles
County chief prosecutor, Jack Banas,
elected by a margin of less than 100
votes. Koeting said the deciding ballots
resulted from the issue of pornography.
“We made it an issue and it decided the
race,” said Koeting.
Koeting, founder and president of
Missouri Citizens Against Pornography,
said his political involvement is now
paying off in the form of obscenity
charges being filed against the owners
of the Family Video chain, which has a
store in O’Fallon. Family Video is the
nation’s largest family-owned video
rental business, with 145 stores in
Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa,
Missouri, Ohio and Indiana.
“It’s ironic that a business that deals
in hard core pornography would be
named Family Video,” he said.
Koeting, who helped local law
enforcement officials secure evidence
needed for the indictments, said, “Banas
promised during his campaign to
prosecute illegal pornography.”
On June 6, Banas charged the
national video rental chain with three
counts of promoting obscenity, a Class
A misdemeanor. The owners of the
Family Video chain now face fines of up
to $3,000 and three years in jail.
AFA Journal, 8/00

3. Require rigorous ownership disclosure requirements.
4. Establish suspension and revocation standards for SOB permits.
5. Prohibit peep booths as they may presently exist, thereby regulating the internal
configuration/construction of SOBs.
6. Regulate the exterior appearance and signage of SOBs.
7. Prohibit nude dancing.
8. Prohibit motels from being used for purposes of prostitution.
9. Prohibit more than one defined SOB in a single building.
10. Regulate nude model and sexual encounter centers.
11. Establish provisions for adequate parking.
12. Prohibit grandfather clauses where state law allows.
13. Establish license requirements for owners, operators, and employees to insure
moral inturpitude in order to protect against sexually related crimes.
14. Establish minimum lighting requirements.
15. Prohibit patron contact with dancers.
16. Establish “time, place, and manner” restrictions on hours of operation. This is
constitutionally permissible as long as there is adequate operating time, 10 a.m.
to 10 p.m., for example.
17. Prohibit alcohol sales where state law allows.
The AFA Center for Law & Policy has drafted a generic SOB ordinance and a
generic public nudity ordinance that can be tailored for use in most communities
across America. However, because these ordinances are generic, they may not address
the particular problems in a community. Ideally, a local government should use these
models as a starting point, adding sections where necessary and/or deleting sections
that may be irrelevant. It is highly recommended that legal advice be sought from
constitutional litigators throughout the enactment process. The AFA Center for Law
& Policy would be pleased to discuss such assistance with any interested government
agencies or officials.
HOW TO GET STARTED COMBATING SOBS
1. Determine whether there are any SOBs currently open or considering opening
in your community. If so, what types of services are being or will be offered, e.g. all
or partially nude dancing, hard core porn magazines and videos, peep booths, escort
agencies, etc.? A sample Community Survey on SOBs is available on the AFA web site.
Go to www.afa.net/pornography/survey.asp.
2. If SOBs exist, make sure they are not providing any materials or services that are
illegal. Obscenity, as defined in the 1973 landmark case of Miller v. California, is not
protected speech, and may be legally halted at any time. In addition, the sale or
offering of sex for sale is illegal. If there is a question about the legality of material or
activities, ask local law enforcement officials to investigate and, if warranted, prosecute the offender.
3. Determine whether your community has adopted any SOB ordinances. If so,
who enacted the ordinance (s), i.e. county, city, etc.? Contact a city council member,
city clerk or city attorney for this information. If an ordinance exists, request a copy
so that you will be aware of the regulations and be able to hold the proper authorities
accountable for its enforcement.
4. If no SOB ordinances exist, contact a locally elected official and ask him/her to
sponsor such an ordinance. If a sponsor is interested, the official should contact an
attorney with the AFA Center for Law & Policy to request assistance. A copy of the
aforementioned model SOB ordinances can be printed from www.afa.net. Attorneys
are available to assist in drafting the ordinance to meet state and local requirements
and to defend it in the event of litigation. AFA attorneys can be reached at 662-6803886.
5. Contact all local commercial property managers/owners and ask them to
consider adding lease/deed restrictions to prevent SOBs from leasing/buying property for sexually oriented uses. Sample wording is provided below.
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Be proactive! It is much easier to establish regulations for sexually oriented
businesses before they locate in your community.
FORM OF RESTRICTIVE COVENANT FOR DEED OR LEASE
OWNER/LESSEE, for the benefit of his/her/its respective heirs, legal representatives,
successors and assigns, and each and every person, firm or corporation hereinafter
owning and/or leasing any portion of the real estate described on Exhibit “A,” does hereby
declare, create and establish the following restrictive covenant with respect to the real
estate:
“No one shall operate, establish, carry on, permit or cause or suffer to be erected,
operated or carried on in any manner or any part of the real estate the following (“Prohibited Uses”):
Sexually Oriented Businesses, as that term is described in Chapter ____ of the Code of
Ordinances of the City of __________ including, without limitation, (i) adult arcades,
adult bookstores, adult video stores, adult cabarets, adult motels, adult motion picture
theaters, nude model studios, sexual encounter centers and/or any combination of
classifications set forth in those paragraphs; (ii) sexually oriented escort service, as that
term is defined in Chapter _____ of the Code of Ordinances of the City of __________.”
This Restrictive Covenant against Prohibited Uses shall constitute a real property
covenant running with the land, binding upon the heirs, legal representatives, successors
and assigns of the undersigned.

Former insider shines light
on dark work of sex clubs
Ruined lives are the rule, says former strip joint manager
BY DAVID SHERMAN

Having been involved in the adult entertainment industry for 14 years, I'm very
aware of the consequences that this business can have on all involved. I held every
position from doorman to corporate regional director and ran those businesses
throughout the midwest, southwest, west coast, and Florida. Much of the activity of
the adult entertainment industry is illegal and criminal. In addition, there are
tremendous negative effects on entertainers, communities, local businesses as well as
families.
The following, for your information, are some of my personal experiences with
the adult entertainment industry. What I will share with you are the most frequent,
as well extreme, cases of criminal activity I have witnessed in sex clubs over the
years.
1 ) The most frequent crime is tax evasion and/or fraud. I would say 80% of
people involved in adult entertainment at almost every level are guilty of this. This is
a cash flow business, and most people are not employees but independent contractors. Often managers and owners will tell entertainers how to obtain welfare for their
children while dancing, so welfare fraud is also rampant.
2) Drug use and drug dealing are also very common crimes. I would say 90% of
entertainers use one drug or another or several. About 40% of those 90% are selling
drugs to other entertainers, but even worse, I have witnessed owners giving drugs to
managers to sell to the entertainers.
3) About 35% of girls I've met are engaged in prostitution of one form or
another, whether it's meeting customers outside of the club or using the V.I.P. rooms
as a place to fondle the client or perform personal dances. In fact, in one instance the
cleaning company found 15 used condoms in one V.I.P. room. Doormen and
managers almost never monitor V.I.P. rooms so as not to intimidate the customers
so they will spend more money.
AMERICAN FAMILY ASSOCIATION, INC.

PORNOGRAPHY: A VICTIM’S STORY
Pornography is a widespread social
problem, so prevalent that many people
accept it as normal…. During my trial,
Dr. Victor Cline testified about the
adverse effects of pornography. As I
listened to his explanations, I could
discern how my own life desires
escalated. These normal feelings become
desensitized, and they tend to act out
what they have seen. So it was with me.
I am a homosexual pedophile convicted
of murder, and pornography was a
determining factor in my downfall.
Somehow I became sexually attracted to
young boys, and I would fantasize them
naked…. I would need pictures that
were more explicit and shortly the
images became commonplace and
acceptable. Finding and procuring
sexually arousing materials became an
obsession. For me, seeing pornography
was like lighting a fuse on a stick of
dynamite; I became stimulated and had
to gratify my urges and explode. The
day came when I invited a small
neighborhood boy into my apartment,
molested him and then killed him in
fear of being caught. Over the few years
I kidnapped, sexually abused, and
murdered four other boys. I lost all
sense of decency and respect for
humanity and life…. If pornographic
material would have been unavailable to
me in my early stages, it is most probable
that my sexual activities would not have
escalated to the degree they did.
Convicted Killer, Arthur Gary Bishop
www.victimsofpornography.org
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HELP FOR THOSE WHO WANT
TO LEAVE THE ADULT CLUB SCENE
■ Amy’s Friends
P. O. Box 1375
Addison, TX 75001
972-732-0611
www.amysfriends.net
E-mail: afriend@airmail.net
■ One Way Out Ministries
Jeanie Turner
P. O. Box 6244
Ft. Myers, FL 33911
■ Out of Exile
Tammy Dahl
5495 Clarcona - Ocoee Road
Orlando, FL 32810
407-578-3080
www.outofexile.org
E-mail: ooe@outofexile.org
■ Citizens for Community Values
Carolyn McKenzie
P. O. Box 341864
Memphis, TN 38184-1864
901-759-7923
E-mail: Carolynccv@hotmail.com
■ Citizens for Community Values
Kimberly Drake
P. O. Box 13036
Spokane, WA 99213-3036
509-921-2748
www.ccvspokane.org
E-mail: info@ccvspokane.org
■ Hosea’s Hope
Laurie Hughes
820 Pearl Street
Carrollton, TX 75006
972-478-7516
www.hoseashope.org
E-mail: info@hoseashope.org
■ Whosoever Will Ministries
Jackie Holland
P. O. Box 395
Euless, TX 76039
817-354-8547
■ Light Dancers
Tom and Lisanne McMurray
P. O. Box 55136
Phoenix, AZ 85078-5136
602-482-7292
www.lightdancers.org
E-mail:
lightdancers@lightdancers.org

4) If an I.D. is needed for an underage entertainer, managers will often help
the girl obtain a fake I.D. or show her how to get one rather than not hire an
underage girl. The I.D. is often not an issue since, if a girl looks of age, her I.D. is
rarely even checked.
5) Entertainers conspire with clients to commit other crimes. Often entertainers using stage names are involved in other criminal activity outside of the
club: drug dealing, prostitution, credit card fraud, computer theft, are only a few
I've seen. Managers and owners often teach the girls how to skirt the law in very
subtle ways in order to do things other clubs are not doing and increase customer
count and, in turn, profits.
Many times the entertainers are not asked, but required, to break the law by lap
dancing or touching themselves or customers. This may also include girl-on-girl
shows on stage simulating sex acts.
6) Preferred treatment for city employees such as police, fire department,
building and zoning inspectors. They are often given free admission, free drinks
and lap dances. In this case, the club pays the girl in order to have allies within
each department. A perfect example is the Chief Building Inspector in one city
who allowed hidden V.I.P. rooms, as well as illegal remodeling without permits. In
turn, the owners wined, dined, and set him up on dates using their limo. Another
example was a fire chief using a club to sell hundreds of pounds of marijuana. In
turn he would help keep the police away from the club. Corruption of city officials
in small municipalities is very easily accomplished and frequently done. Contributions and donations are often given under a different corporate name and cash
gifts are used. This person's job is to road block any new legislation by having well
known legal groups say the pending legislation is unconstitutional, scaring other
officials away from it saying the city will be sued, or adding language making it
unconstitutional and letting it pass knowing it cannot be enforced.
7) After-hour parties, including a few select customers, managers, employees,
owners, and entertainers, are also frequent in many clubs. Alcohol and drugs are
widespread at these parties. I recall one incident where the owner made a trip to
Florida, coming back with 10,000 pills of Ecstasy or MDA and kept the party
going for two days. He then sold the rest slowly to the entertainers and employees.
8) On several occasions, I've witnessed counterfeit money being laundered
through clubs. Being almost an all cash business, this was easy to do using the bills
as change or pay since many employees are paid under the table.
9) Money laundering is also done frequently in clubs. It is a cash flow business
and ringing up extra drinks or door charges is very easily done. In fact, one
gentleman was laundering his drug sales money through his club when he got
caught selling cocaine.
10) In my experience, approximately 80% of all club owners are convicted
felons. They may have other people or corporations owning the business, but you
can bet the real owner, 80% of the time, is a felon.
THE MANAGER'S ROLE
As far as female employees in adult entertainment nightclubs, everyone you
hire you treat as a potential dancer. It really doesn't matter if she's hired as a
waitress, hostess, or even a bartender.
First, you must make the girl feel at home in an environment that is so
abnormal that most people have to be made comfortable. In fact, you could
almost say they have to be "hardened' to the club life. This is easily accomplished
by working there as many hours as possible and by having all of the staff and
management treat them as if they were long lost friends.
Second, after a few weeks, because the girl is now your friend, as a manager you
bring up how short you are on girls that night or how short the amateur contestants are. You ask them to please help, that they don't need to take their clothes
off, but the club just needs an extra body. Usually, they happily agree to do this.
You then have them change into dancing attire, usually a skimpy dress, a teddy, g-
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string or a t-bar. Often, the girls, having become used to the environment and
having seen nudity daily are intoxicated with the sense of being on stage and are
lured out of their clothing by the other girls, customers, and promises of large tips.
Now, at this point, the manager's job just starts. But, if the girl has not taken her
clothes off, the manager again has to start in on her about needing more help on
the floor. Again, most of the girls will agree to help the manager out. At this time,
you tell them that things are not that busy, and you take them out for dinner. So,
you go out, have some drinks and small talk with the girl. Returning to the club
she now believes that you're good friends, plus she is under the influence of
alcohol. At this point, she easily disrobes at the customer's request, with the other
girls welcoming a new dancer into their ranks. The experienced dancers will then
go on about how beautiful she is and how much money she'll make.
Of course, even now, she still might not have disrobed. But, by this point, you
are her friend and can make her feel guilty about not helping out more and ask her
to please disrobe, as without her, you'll not make much money that night. She is
needed. People who need her and customers who tell her how beautiful she is
surround her.
She now experiences a variety of emotions and, being human, needs to be
needed. With this emotion fulfilled, she finds herself wanting to be complimented,
which she is, and she wants to make money, which she can. You then play on the
“what more can a girl want?” and the subject of self-worth never really comes up.
At this point, if she still has not disrobed, you let her know you no longer need
her for her position, but dancing is open if she wishes to still work at the club. This
does not work unless she has incurred debts and needs the money, or she actually
enjoyed the experience and doesn't want to lose her new friends. If she stays, the
manager must start training her to be a professional. This means changing almost
everything about her, including her personality. She needs to learn to say whatever
it takes to make money.
What you try to do is get the girls programmed to have regular customers. A
regular customer is a customer who believes that this girl actually cares for him,
and now his fantasy world is complete. He comes in on a regular basis and she
invites him back on certain days and times as not to interfere with other regular
customers. This is usually set for the club’s slow times because when it’s busy she
can make money without her regular clientele. Of course, with all of these girls
having regular clients, the club is guaranteed a steady income and solid revenues.
The club regulars are usually family men looking for an escape from the real world,
and the girls are taught to prey upon them.
Mandatory meetings are set for all the girls. This time is really used for mostly
programming of the girls and getting into their heads. You again let them know
what you want and motivate them by whatever it takes. Soon the new dancer starts
running around with the more hardened and seasoned girls, and they realize how
much easier this job is being drunk, high or, more often than not, both. By now
she's working until 2 am in the morning, staying out all night partying after work,
and then grabbing a breakfast with the girls. They wake up, go to work, and the
cycle starts all over.
They have no time to go to the post office, the dentist, or any other “normal”
things. They are deep into the club scene and on the road to hard times and even
self-destruction. At this point, school, family, and friends have faded into a world
that no longer exists for them.
As a manager, at this point, anything you say, ask or demand of the girl will
gladly be done because the club is now their home. The girls don't realize this is
their only world, and the club manager now has total control over what's going on
in their lives. The girls will even put up with degradation, verbal and emotional
abuse and everything else the manager wants to do.
At this time, the girl may feel fed up and leave, going to a new club thinking to
herself that she finally made a decision on her own and things will be better. But
she is really just fooling herself. The manager at the new club does the same things
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■ Seasons of Change
Deb Ponsot
13831 Tonkel Road
Fort Wayne, IN 46845
219-627-2585
E-mail: DebPonsot111@msn.com
■ Victoria’s Friends
Jeff and Victoria Teague
3980 Dekalb Technology Pkwy
Suite 770
Atlanta, GA 30340
770-452-0114, ext. 148
E-mail: JVTeague@hotmail.com

HELP FOR SEXUAL ADDICTION:
■ Esther Ministries
P.O. Box 2874
Tupelo, MS 38803
Phone 662-842-0580
www.estheronline.org
■ Life Strategies Christian
Counseling
David Jones
P.O. Box 565
Atoka, TN 38004
Phone 901-831-4711
www.life-strategies.org
■ Pure Life Ministries
Steve Gallagher
P.O. Box 410
Dry Ridge, KY 41035
Phone 800-635-1866
Email: info@purelifeministries.org
www.purelifeministries.org
■ www.victimsofpornography.org
The web site’s mission is to:
1. Educate and create awareness that
there are real victims of pornography.
2. Show true compassion to those
victims who are seeking help.
3. Change the attitude and heart of
America toward the many visible
and hidden victims of pornography.
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VICTIMS OF PORNOGRAPHY SPEAK
❝ I worked with a group of men that
had pornography in their desks.
Each day I was subject to sexually
suggestive names, comments and
propositions. One night when I was
working late and as I walked across
the parking lot for my car, I heard a
familiar voice. One of the men I
worked with called my name, then
approached me. As we talked it was
clear he had one thing on his mind, I
was going to have sex with him. I
had to fight him off, and luckily
escaped his sick fantasies that he
said all women really wanted; those
of the stories in the magazines.”

❝ I was married to an abusive husband
for over 18 years. He used me to act
out his pornographic fantasies.
Disrespect, anger, belittlement,
humiliation, pain, confusion, and
brokeness are just a few of the words
that describe how I felt as I recall
what I went through. I tried so hard
to measure up and perform like the
women and men in the pictures. I
thought it would save my marriage. I
soon learned that I was nothing but
an object to be used and abused for
his sexual pleasures. I have escaped
the pain, but for a price. My children
and I know that pornography is
damaging in many ways. God is so
faithful, as He is restoring the many
years of damage.”

❝As a former addict, there is no
question in my mind that pornography has a profound impact on a
person viewing the material. It is
subtle and has a latency period, not
always an immediate impact, on the
individual. My sexual addiction
reached its height when I finally
decided to act out all those images I
had been taking in over the years,
material seen or purchased at adult
businesses. I was arrested for
attempted rape. The attack was my
responsibility, but there is no doubt
that pornography was the fuel, the
drug I used to prepare for my crime.
I do not think the crime would ever
have occurred without it.”

except now she has no friends to talk to and the manager knows that most of the
time she cannot return to the old club so he abuses her even worse than the first
manager.
THE DANCER'S EXPERIENCE
Right from the start, drug and alcohol use is rampant. The dancers call it
partying. They don't realize that they are medicating themselves in order to do the
work they do.
Also, the abortion rate is extremely high due to the fact that most have lost
contact with family members due to what they do, as well as feel they could never
take the chance on flawing the body from carrying a child. On top of this, the
dancers also feel that they have no way to support the baby without dancing, and
can't quit to have it. Basically, they are caught in a very real, painful catch-22.
The girls, if they have never danced, are extremely against it and most of the
times are hired as waitresses, even though waitresses are not needed. At this point,
they see it as a job, not as stripping and easily are converted to dancing. Once
dancing, they get used to being objectified. It becomes as important to them to
hear how beautiful they are 200 times a day as it is the money they make from the
dancing itself.
Between the use of drugs to medicate themselves to do what they do, and after
hearing how beautiful they are all the time, they soon develop what I call “BDA” Basic Dancer Attitude. This is when the dancer thinks that no matter what friends,
children, husband and families think about her job, those close to her can be
replaced because the club patrons still find them attractive, beautiful and idolized.
At this point, they are truly caught in the adult scene. With friends and family gone
from their lives, they solely exist in this dark subculture of sex, drugs, alcohol and
prostitution. All of this perverse living, to the dancer, is now just part of their
normal lifestyle.
After a couple of years at this level, they then realize they are getting older and
attempt to fit back into society. They try boyfriends, school or really anything in
order to cling to what is “normal.” Realizing that they cannot live in both worlds,
they return to the subculture of the adult business, actually despising the real
world. This leads to more dependency on drugs and alcohol, which now makes
them 100% lost to this life. The dancers will continue living like this until they
realize they can no longer stay at their “current level,” and keep making money and
getting the compliments. Once they realize this, they begin to master more
perverse things to make cash to make up from fading looks and dancer burnout.
The cycle then becomes even more vicious, with depression, drugs, alcohol and
body mutilation to stay thin.
Sadly, these young ladies over time, little by little, become manipulated,
controlled and finally destroyed by a world that our communities have closed their
eyes to. It has been just as much our fault as theirs for letting these places do this to
our children, daughters, nieces, granddaughters and yes, even mothers. For they
were every bit as innocent as we.
I could easily fill an entire book with what I’ve observed in the adult pornography industry. I’ve seen countless lives shattered and unbelievable heartache. You
would be surprised at the amount of “it can't happen to me” or “I won't be like
that” that I have heard.
I’ve formed the National Organization Against Lewd Activities, N.O.A.L.A.,
with a few others who believe that we need to put pressure on the government, as
well as really educate the public as to what goes on in these clubs.

www.victimsofpornography.org
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Public broadcasts of obscenity and indecency
HOW TO FILE A COMPLAINT WITH THE FCC
The Federal Communications Commission is empowered to investigate and
regulate broadcast channels against suspected obscene or indecent materials in
whatever format it may be aired over our nation’s radio frequencies and TV channels.
Sadly, the FCC has done extremely little over the last two decades of TV’s decline in
influencing or curbing the rampant increase in sex, violence, and profanity aired over
TV and radio.
More recently in response to public pressure upon politicians who oversee the
broadcast bureaucracy, the FCC has begun vocalizing their intent to investigate and
prosecute alleged violations. But very little, if any, positive or effective action is to be
seen as a result of citizen complaints turned in to the FCC.
Obscene speech is not protected by the First Amendment and cannot be broadcast
at any time. To be obscene, the material must meet the test established in Miller v.
California, 413 U.S. 15 (1973). This definition is found on page 11.
Indecent speech, defined in the margin to the right, is protected by the First
Amendment and cannot be banned entirely. It may, however, be restricted in order to
avoid its broadcast during times of day when there is a reasonable risk that children
may be in the audience, 6:00 am to 10:00 pm. As a result, broadcasts – both on TV
and radio – that fit within the definition and that are aired between those times are
subject to indecency enforcement action.
The FCC does not independently monitor broadcasts for obscene or indecent
material. Its enforcement actions are based on documented complaints of indecent or
obscene broadcasting received from the public. Given the sensitive nature of these
cases, it is important that the FCC be afforded as full a record as possible to evaluate
allegations of obscene or indecent programming. Complaints should be directed to:
Federal Communications Commission
Investigations and Hearings Division, Enforcement Bureau
445 12 Street SW, Room 3-B443
Washington, DC 20554
Phone: 888-225-5322
Web site: www.fcc.gov

Your complaint should include: (1) name, time and date of a specific program or
advertisement in question; (2) narrative of the complaint, including a tape or
transcript of the program or of significant excerpts; (3) the date and time of the
broadcast; and (4) the call sign of the station involved, radio frequency or channel
number of station with its city and state location. These tapes, of necessity, become
part of the FCC’s records and cannot be returned.
HOW TO INFLUENCE NETWORK PROGRAMMING
AFA has over the past developed methods to influence network programming
aimed at stemming the tide of sex, violence, and profanity on our major TV networks. The methods employed by AFA are selective purchasing (boycotting) and
picketing. Both are constitutional and scripturally sound practices that we feel have
influenced the broadcast media on a national level.
If you are offended or concerned about the programming content of a radio or TV
station, you should first write a letter to the station manager/owner detailing your
concerns. You should note the day and time the program was aired and some of the
details of the program. This letter will also go into the station’s public file that will be
reviewed by the FCC upon renewal of their broadcast license.
If you receive an unsatisfactory response to your concerns, you may choose to
contact the sponsors of the offensive program. AFA has discovered that local sponsors
AMERICAN FAMILY ASSOCIATION, INC.

OBJECTIONS ANSWERED
Q: What does “indecency” mean?
A: The FCC has defined indecency as:
“Language or material that, in
context, depicts or describes, in terms
patently offensive as measured by
contemporary community standards
for the broadcast medium, sexual or
excretory organs or activities.”
Q: If you don’t want to be exposed to
indecent programs on radio or TV,
turn the dial.
A: The U.S. Supreme Court has rejected
the “turn the dial” argument. In 1978
the High Court held: “Because the
broadcast audience is constantly
tuning in and out, prior warnings
cannot completely protect the listener
or viewer from unexpected program
content. To say that one may avoid
further offense by turning off the
radio when he hears indecent
language is like saying that the
remedy for an assault is to run away
after the first blow”[FCC v. Pacifica].
Q: If I can listen to a comedian’s dirty
words in a nightclub act, why can’t I
have access to the same entertainment
on my radio and TV?
A: The U.S. Supreme Court has
answered such an argument by
pointing out that the pig may be
appropriate in the barnyard, but not
in the parlor. What’s raunchy in a
nightclub act would probably be
considered indecent on radio and
television. Indecent programming is
prohibited by federal law, as is
obscenity.
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OBJECTIONS ANSWERED
Q: If the FCC is keeping indecency off the
airwaves merely to protect children,
won’t adults be reduced to hearing and
viewing only what is fit for children?
A: The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in the
1978 FCC v. Pacifica case that the
constitutionally valid reasons for the
FCC’s finding the “seven dirty words”
aired on radio indecent and thus
illegal, included not just protecting
children from such material, but also
protecting adults from such assaults.
The High Court held that “patently
offensive, indecent material broadcast
over the airwaves confronts the
citizen, not only in public, but in the
privacy of the home, where the
individual’s right to be let alone
plainly outweighs the First Amendment rights of an intruder.”
The Court went on to say that
indecent speech offends “for the
same reason obscenity offends” and,
quoting from an earlier decision,
agreed that “such utterances are of
no essential part of any exposition of
ideas…any benefit derived from
them is clearly outweighed by the
social interest in order and morality.”

are generally more responsive to local complaints about programming content. The
following procedures have been effective in getting sponsors to be morally responsible with their advertising dollars.
1. Use a VCR to record the program so that you will have a record of the program and
advertisers.
2. When reviewing the program, make a list of the advertisers noting each time they
appear during the program. You should also make detailed notes of the objectionable content.
3. Starting with local advertisers, look up the address and phone numbers in a phone
directory. Phone books on CD-ROM and the Internet have made this a relatively
easy task. You can also get the information from product labels. The Internet web
site www.hoovers.com contains extensive information about many corporations
and the people inside the organizations.
4. Call the advertiser and ask for the name and address of the president or owner to
whom your letter should be addressed.
5. Write a letter to each advertiser noting their sponsorship of the offensive program
and when it occurred. Be sure to list the offensive elements of the program.
6. Ask the advertiser to please be morally responsible with their future advertising
dollars.
7. If after three requests you have not received a satisfactory response, you may choose
to organize a picket of the business. Steps to a successful picket are outlined on
page 44.
AFA has seen that many businesses are often concerned about their public image
and do not like being associated with objectionable and controversial programming.
One letter will often make a difference and the threat of a picket is generally the last
resort that can change their advertising policies. Successful campaigns modeled after
the above strategy have been waged against NYPD Blue, Ellen, The Phil Donahue
Show, The Howard Stern Show, and The Jerry Springer Show.
A MODEL FOR COMPOSING A LETTER TO TELEVISION ADVERTISERS

Q: It is up to parents to supervise their
children and protect them from
exposure to indecent broadcasting.
A: The most responsible parents find it
difficult to isolate their children from
indecent programming. However, we
are concerned more with the
estimated one million “latch-key”
children in America today and others
whose parents offer little or no
guidance in their children’s viewing
habits. For these children, radio and
TV can easily become electronic babysitters and a powerful influence in
their lives.
REASEARCHING COMPANIES
ON THE WEB?
Go to www.hoovers.com

Date
Chairman
Company
Address
Dear Chairman,
I was disappointed to discover that a commercial for (name of
product) appeared in the program (name of program) on (date of
program).
The program was offensive because of the following content: (List
the offensive elements in the program; graphic violence, illicit sexual
content, profanity, etc.)
(A paragraph here might cite how much money you’ve spent with
the company, how many of their products you have been using, or any
other relevant information.)
If (name of company) continues to advertise on such programs, I
will consider it necessary to stop purchasing any products your
company produces. I look forward to your reply.
Sincerely,
Your name
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Sexually explicit programming through cable TV
Many communities today are still unable to receive broadcast TV without subscribing to some form of cable TV service. This service includes many different
channels and packages offered by cable companies such as “basic cable,” “premium
channels,” and “pay-per-view channels.”
“Basic cable” generally includes channels such as ABC, CBS, NBC, FOX, CNN,
PBS, Discovery, C-Span, MTV, E! Entertainment Network, etc. “Premium channels”
may include HBO, Cinemax, Disney, Playboy, Spice, etc. “Pay-per-view channels”
would offer movies on a pay per movie basis.
Most cable companies provide various types of sexually explicit programming to
their customers. Though some of these channels may be blocked or scrambled for
customers who do not pay for them, their homes often receive video and/or audio
portions of broadcasts in a manner that is intermittently clear. This poses a risk to
children being exposed to material they should not see or hear.
Though you may not be subscribing to a “premium channel” such as HBO or
Cinemax (whose programming is not exclusively sexually oriented), or to Playboy or
Spice (whose programming is exclusively sexually oriented) you have a right under
federal law not to receive these channels into your home. The following law requires
cable companies to block or scramble the signals of these channels:
47 U.S.C. 560 – Scrambling of cable channels for nonsubscribers
(a) Subscriber request – Upon request by a cable service subscriber, a cable operator,
shall, without charge, fully scramble or otherwise fully block the audio and video
programming of each channel carrying such programming so that one not a
subscriber does not receive it.
HOW TO GET PORN CHANNELS BLOCKED OR SCRAMBLED
If you discover indecent or sexually explicit programming coming through your
TV and you are not subscribing to the channels, immediately call or write your local
cable provider. Inform them of your problem and their responsibility to comply with
the law. Ask them to send a technician to your home to scramble or block the
programming. Periodically, a re-scrambling of the channels may be required of your
cable company. See next page for a sample letter to your cable operator.
WHAT TO DO WITH SEXUALLY EXPLICIT OR INDECENT CHANNELS
“Basic cable” service may also include channels such as MTV and the E! Entertainment Network that carry sexually explicit programs. Your first protective option is to
exclude these channels when signing up for cable service. Then, if an unwanted signal
comes through, you can legally request that it be blocked or scrambled since you are a
nonsubscriber (see 47 U.S.C. 560 above).
But if these channels come as part of a “basic cable” package and you are not
allowed to exclude them from your cable package, you may ask the cable company to
block or scramble the signal. Some will do so as a courtesy to their customers. If they
won’t, you will have to block the channels through the cable channel box or the TV
itself. The following law, 47 U.S.C. 544, requires the cable company to provide (by sale
or lease) a device by which you can block these channels from within your home.
Regretfully, AFA is unaware of any legal remedy to force a cable company to block or
scramble channels such as these.
Periodically a cable company will offer all subscribers “free weekends” or “trial
offers” of various channels that include sexually explicit programming. The following
law was passed in order to prevent your home from receiving these channels.
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OBJECTIONS ANSWERED
Q: Shouldn’t “adult” programming be
permitted during late evening hours
when children are sleeping?
A: There are substantial numbers of
children listening at all hours of the
night. Using information supplied
by Arbitron (a leading broadcast
ratings service), Morality in Media
reported to the FCC that between 12
midnight and 1 a.m. during an
average quarter hour, there are
1,334,557 children between the ages
of 12 and 17 listening to the radio.
Between 3 a.m. and 4 a.m., the
estimated number is 285,000
throughout the U.S.
The ban on indecent broadcasting
isn’t based solely on protecting
children. If so, it would have been
based in a “harmful to minors” law.
Instead, Congress addressed
indecent programming in the
Federal Communications Act where
the prohibition sets a standard
“indecent for all” regardless of age.
WHAT’S THE LAW?
Q: Are there provisions in federal law
which penalize the showing of
obscene material on cable channels?
A: Yes. Both 47 U.S.C. Section 559 and 18
U.S.C. Seciton 1468(a) respectively bar
the transmission of obscene material
over a cable system and the knowing
utterance or distribution of obscene
matter by means of a cable television
system or subscription service.
FACTS
■ AT&T Corporation, the nation’s
biggest comunications company,
offers a hard core sex channel called
the Hot Network. It also owns a
company that sells sex videos to
nearly a million hotel rooms. Nearly
one in five of AT&T’s broadband
cable customers pays an average of
$10 for pornographic movie.
The New York Times, 10/23/00
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GOOD NEWS
The founder of one of the nation’s
biggest cable companies is sparking
controversy in the Los Angeles area by
refusing to carry adult channels.
Adelphia Communications has
about 1.3 million customers in and
around Los Angeles, and is the only one
of the nation’s eight large cable
companies that lacks adult programming. Adelphia entered the L.A. cable
market in 1999 and immediately
dropped the only adult channel on the
system, Spice, which is owned by
Playboy Enterprises. In hopes of
convincing Adelphia’s founder
JohnRigas to reconsider, Spice’s chief
executive, Christie Hefner, twice flew to
central Pennsylvania last fall. The
Adelphia head says Hefner tried to
make the point that adult programming
is “more acceptable now” and that
Adelphia was “bucking the trend.”
Rigas’ response? “We are not changing
our position.”
Looking at the financial aspect,
Adelphia could be giving up some $12
million a year in revenue, a fact that
does not sway Rigas. He says he is just
not comfortable airing programming
that conflicts with his moral code.
As far as the controversy surrounding the move, Rigas says the company
has done the same thing in other places
and it has never been a big deal.
AgapePress, 4/9/01

FACTS
■ Cable operators generally keep
85% of the $6 to $8 they collect
from each Spice pay-per-view
customer. Some adult channels
even allow operators to keep 90%
of the revenues.
Associated Press, 11/
4/00

■ The General Motors Corporation,
the world’s largest company, now
sells more graphic sex films every
year than does Larry Flynt, owner
of the Hustler empire. The 8.7
million Americans who subscribe
to DirecTV, a GM subsidiary, buy
nearly $200 million a year in payper-view sex films from satellite.

47 U.S.C. § 544 – Blockage of premium channels upon request
…(2) In order to restrict the viewing of programming which is obscene or
indecent, upon the request of a subscriber, a cable operator shall provide
(by sale or lease) a device by which the subscriber can prohibit viewing of
a particular cable service during periods selected by that subscriber.
SAMPLE LETTER TO CABLE OPERATOR
Dear Cable Operator,
Section 504 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, which was upheld
on May 22, 2000 by the U.S. Supreme Court and codified at 47 U.S.C. §560,
says that if I request it, you must “without charge, fully scramble or
otherwise fully block the audio and video signals of programming” of any
channel carrying sexually explicit material from entering my home. I am
now asking you to do so as soon as possible for the following channels:
[list the channels you want blocked by your cable company].
Your Name

HOTEL AND MOTEL CABLE PORNOGRAPHY
If you survey your community, you’ll likely find that many of the hotels and
motels advertise and provide “adult/sexually oriented” movies for their guests – yet
another avenue where pornography seeps into communities and pollutes minds.
In 2000, Omni Hotels turned its back on the lucrative pay-per-view pornography
market and announced that it would cease offering so-called “adult” movies in its
hotel rooms.
The change was phased in by the 40-hotel chain, so that it could fulfill remaining
contractual obligations. The company also removed all pornographic magazines from
its hotel gift shops.
It was estimated that Omni’s decision cost the chain $4 million a year. According
to Omni VP of Marketing Peter Strebel, “Money is not the issue in this matter,” he
said. “Not all business decisions should be fiscally driven. We believe that this is the
right thing to do; the right thing for Omni Hotels, our associates, our customers.”
What you can do about hotel and motel porn in your community
If you or your family travels for work or pleasure, you should first ask about
movies provided to guests before making your reservation. If a determination could
not be made before arrival, you should inquire at check-in. If you have no other
option than to stay at a hotel/motel that provides “adult” movies, you should ask that
those channels be blocked from coming into your room.
If you are part of a local group who is organizing an effort to rid your community
of pornography, the hotels and motels will be on your target list. You should survey
each one by calling and asking if they provide “adult” movies to their guests. If so, you
should proceed with a similar approach as you would with pornography in video or
convenience stores. See page 20 for these steps.
You should also let each hotel/motel which offers sexually explicit movies to their
guests know that you will always suggest porn-free establishments when someone you
know needs accommodations. A letter stating this commitment on your
organization’s letterhead can have a significant impact on the management.

The New York Times, “Wall Street Meets
Pornography” by Timothy Egan, 10/23/00
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Dial-a-porn (telephone sex lines)
Dial-a-porn is the name given to recorded or live telephone sex messages on a
pay-per-call basis. Over the last several years, Americans have spent between $750
million and $1billion on telephone sex each year. According to U. S. News and World
Report, AT&T is one of the biggest carriers of phone sex. Many companies will do
blanket mailings of porn numbers from mailing lists they buy or rent. These numbers
are widely circulated in pornographic magazines and have been verbally passed
around many schools by young people. Like the use of other pornography, phone sex
calls are very addictive. Parents have incurred some very high phone bills because
their children acquired and used the numbers.
PREVENT THE PROBLEM
1. Call your local telephone service provider and request that a block be put on all
900 and 976 numbers.
2. Call your long distance provider and request that a block be put on all international calls, which usually account for the majority of dial-a-porn calls.
3. Get a global calling card which can be used for all long distance calls originating
from your home or other locations.

WHAT’S THE LAW?
Q: Are dial-a-porn phone lines illegal?
A: Yes, when there is a description or
depiction of sexual or excretory
activities or organs in a patently
offensive manner as measured by
contemporary community standards
for the telephone medium. The calls
require a written request from an
adult; or a credit card number; or an
adult identification PIN code before
transmission.
Sable Comm. of California, Inc. v. FCC, 492 U.S.
115, 126, 128-30 (1989); Information
Providers’ Coalition v. FCC, 928 F.2d 866,
872 (9th Cir. 1991); Dial Info. Serv. Corp. of
NY v. Thornburgh, 938 F.2d 1535 (2nd Cir.
1991), cert. denied, 502 U.S. 1072 (1992).

Be aware that although you may have a block on 900, 976, and international calls,
the dial-a-porn dealers have figured out ways to circumvent the system. Dial-a-porn
calls can be charged to your phone by first requiring the caller to dial an 800 number
and then having the caller choose from among several options at a stated price per
minute. Charges can also be incurred when, after an 800 call is placed, the dial-a-porn
company returns the call – collect!
SUGGESTIONS AFTER THE BILL COMES IN
AFA has received many calls over the years from wives and parents after huge
dial-a-porn bills have been incurred. In the case of minors making the calls, the long
distance company will usually dismiss the bill the first time that charges are incurred.
You should call the long distance company and request the removal of the billing
stating that the calls were “unauthorized” because they were made by a minor.
However, if the phone company won’t work with you, some people have been
successful in removing the dial-a-porn charges by taking the following actions.
If the person who made the calls is a minor, don’t pay the dial-a-porn part of the
bill, but do pay all other charges on the bill in full. Be sure to keep a copy of the bill.
Federal law prevents your long distance carrier from disconnecting your long distance
service because of non-payment of the dial-a-porn portion of the bill for calls made
to any point in the U. S. For calls outside the U. S., this may not apply. (Contact AFA
for suggestions.) The charges will probably continue to appear on your bill for two to
three months. You can expect a call from the dial-a-porn provider or a collection
agency representing them. Be polite but tell them a minor made the unauthorized
calls. Don’t engage in heated or extended conversation. Politely hang up if necessary.
Sometimes threats are made to sue, etc. with the final threat being to turn the bill over
to a consumer credit agency, thereby resulting in damage to your credit record. If this
happens, you can have a letter of explanation amended to your credit record. We have
never known of this damaging a credit record and in the last ten years we have never
heard of anyone having to go to court because of a minor’s dial-a-porn bill.
In addition, you may want to contact your United States Attorney who works for
the U.S. Department of Justice. Send him or her the original billing and ask him to
investigate the dial-a-porn company for providing sexual material to a minor.
You may also call your state’s Public Service (or State Utility) Commission. Report
the situation and ask for advice. That office is usually located at the state capitol.
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INTERNET PORN CREATED HOSTILE
WORK ENVIRONMENT
In a first for anti-pornography
activists in U.S. libraries, a federal
agency concluded that 12 Minneapolis
public librarians were subjected to a
sexually hostile work environment
when they were exposed to porn on the
Internet.
The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission last week announced
a finding of probable cause that the
librarians' rights were violated, reported
Robert S. Halagan, an attorney
representing the librarians.
Halagan said the ruling was an
important victory. “The fact that an
independent agency has determined
that the library’s conduct was unlawful
should cause the library to take a more
realistic view of the case.”
The librarians complained that
hard-core pornography was left visible
on library Internet terminals, graphic
printouts were left on tables and
youngsters and library staff were
exposed to images of bestiality and
child rape.
Patrons also complained that
anyone walking through the library
could see pornography on computers.
“They were exposed not only to
sexually graphic material and the most
explicit stuff that’s out there on the web,
but also to child pornography and
material that is clearly unlawful and
illegal - and the library chose not to
take action to address that situation,”
Halagan said.
Family groups applauded the
EEOC’s decision. “Our hats are off to
the ‘Minneapolis 12,’” said Jan LaRue,
director of Legal Studies with the
Family Research Council and an expert
in pornography and Internet legislation. “The EEOC’s decision is both
legally correct and amply justified,”
LaRue said in a statement.
Few libraries have utilized blocking
technologies on computers due to the
policies and pressure of the American
Library Association, LaRue said.

Unsolicited sexually explicit mail
Companies dealing in pornography do “blanket” mailings from mailing lists they
buy from many sources including lists from credit cards, magazines, driver’s license
bureaus, and other such sources.
REQUEST AN OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION FROM POSTMASTER
Whenever you receive unsolicited sexually oriented material by mail, you should
take the offending material to your local post office and ask them to initiate an
investigation for possible violations of the Federal Obscene Mails Law (U.S.Code
Title 18, Section 1461), which prohibits both the sending of obscene material and ads
for obscene material. Tell the postmaster that you would like to know the results of
the investigation and that you will contact him/her again about the matter. Obscenity
is not protected by the First Amendment and the postal inspectors cannot determine
if the advertised material is obscene unless it is inspected.
U. S. Code Title 39, Section 3010 requires that the words “Sexually Oriented Ad”
appear either on the exterior envelope of a mailing piece or a sealed interior envelope
that contains the sexual material. If no such words appear, you should point this out
to your local post office and ask them to investigate the mailer.
How to Stop Pandering Advertisements
Request and fill out Postal Form PS 1500 that forbids a particular sender of a
“pandering advertisement” from sending further mailings of such material to you.
The term “pandering advertisement” is defined as an “advertisement which offers for
sale matter which the addressee in his or her sole discretion believes to be erotically
arousing or sexually provocative.”
How to Stop Sexually Oriented Advertisements
Postal Form PS 1500 will also add your name to the list of persons who do not
want to receive “sexually oriented advertisements” – defined to mean “any advertisement that depicts, in actual or simulated form, or explicitly describes, in a predominantly sexual context, human genitalia, any act of natural or unnatural sexual
intercourse, any act of sadism or masochism, or any other erotic subject directly
related to the foregoing.”
The law states that “material otherwise within the definition of this subsection
shall be deemed to not constitute a ‘sexually oriented advertisement’ if it constitutes
only a small and insignificant part of the whole of a single catalogue, book, periodical, or other work the remainder of which is not primarily devoted to sexual matters.”
A LAST RESORT
You can send a brief letter of complaint to the following address:
Child Exploitation and Obscenity Section
U. S. Justice Department, Criminal Division
10th & Constitution NW
Washington, DC 20530
Make sure you include the name and address of the mailer and the address of the
post office where you made the complaint and turned over the material in question.
You should also point out that you are concerned about the effect of mail porn on
children and law-abiding citizens and want the Obscene Mails Statute enforced
against violators.

CNSNews.com, May 30, 2001
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Internet pornography
■ A January, 2001 report on the state of the Internet
BY STEVE ENSLEY
President, afafilter.com
Why do people not understand or ignore the dangers of the Internet? What is it
that allows our culture to march blindly into the ovens of permanent destruction?
What drug or magic causes us as a people to justify or just tolerate the immoral and
criminal activity on the Internet?
CURRENT STATUS OF THE INTERNET
There are an estimated 95 million homes and businesses that have Internet access
of some sort. There are an estimated 330 million web sites world wide with over one
billion pages of information. Two hundred thousand new web sites are registered
every day.
At afafilter.com we currently have over 23 million sites blocked in categories
including porn, vulgarity, gambling, violent games, chat rooms. etc. Seven to ten
thousand additional sites are added to the filter list each day.
There are currently almost seven thousand Internet Service Providers nationwide
and only three hundred offer a filter of any kind. Some interesting comparisons of
Internet site content tells us who “owns” the Internet. These statistics were taken
straight from the AltaVista search engine and can be duplicated by anyone. They are
very revealing. The web contains:
➤ 7.9 million game sites compared to one million churches
➤ 5.7 million pornographic sites as opposed to 1.9 million ministry sites
➤ 3.2 million homosexual sites and only a little over 13,000 pro-family sites
➤ 179,000 occult sites competing against 47,000 youth groups of any kind
➤ 44,500 Howard Stern sites; 11,700 sites for Dr. James Dobson
It is clear that Satan and the secular humanist world own the Internet.
GENERAL USAGE
In a released copy of a pirated Yahoo! search engine statistical report, 184 out of
the top 200 search terms for their search engine were sexual. The report had to go to
the top two hundred because one hundred of the first one hundred terms were
sexual. We had to go to the first two hundred search terms to even find terms that
were not sexual.
It is generally known that an estimated 80% of the newsgroup activities are porn
related and some have estimated that 65% of the regular web activity is sexual, adult
or pornographic. Even with this widely-known data, less than two million Internet
users have filters and of those it is estimated that less than one million of the filters
are in use.
A quick search by anyone reveals that almost all game sites contain games that are
violent or erotic or both. Chat rooms are one of the most popular activities on the
net and yet almost all chat rooms are vulgar at best and downright dangerous at
worst. Gambling is one of the fastest growing and most financially destructive
activities on the Internet that has developed so far. These are just some of the
destructive activities on the net. We haven’t even begun to talk about vulgarity or
hate or illegal activities such as guns and alcohol.
HOW ABOUT CHRISTIANS
How about us Christians? Are we doing any better on the net than the rest of the
world. The answer is not good! In fact, it appears that we are no different than the
rest of the world. Shouldn’t we be different? Shouldn’t our statistics reflect the
holiness that we are called to by Jesus whom we profess as God? Here is some
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THE TRUTH
HIT ME
LIKE A TON
OF BRICKS.

When the news came that
one of our church deacons was
leaving his wife for a woman he
met in an Internet chat room, I
couldn’t believe it.
How could he be so stupid to
throw away his family, his
church, his friends!
Then the sobering truth hit
me like a ton of bricks.
It could be me.
I spend time on the Internet
almost every day. Why should I
think that I am immune to such
temptations? Stronger Christians than I have fallen.
You know, I may not be the
greatest husband and father
around, but I am going to do the
right thing about guarding
myself against temptation on the
Internet. Today, I am subscribing
to the American Family Filter.
For only $36 a year - just 10¢
a day - the trash on the Internet,
including chat rooms and
pornography, is filtered out
before it gets to my computer.
And the filter can’t be deactivated, not even by me.
The thought of losing my
family is...well, it’s just unthinkable.
Today. No excuse.

DO IT FOR YOUR FAMILY.
DO IT FOR YOURSELF.
www.afafilter.com
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OBJECTIONS ANSWERED
Q: Isn’t the Internet a completely
different medium from radio, TV, and
newspapers? How could the same
decency standards apply?
A: Even the supporters of an unlimited
Internet admit that “the basic
principles of First Amendment
jurisprudence apply to all media.”
William Bennett Turner, who
teaches law at the University of Calif.
at Berkeley, wrote, “Material that is so
gross as to fall within the Supreme
Court’s strict definition of obscenity
[in Miller]...is unprotected by the First
Amendment regardless of the medium
in which it appears. So, for better or
worse, we have to accept that Congress
can make a law outlawing obscene
material on the Internet.”
Bennett argues that “bedrock First
Amendment principles” forbid
banning of indecency. But since
several Supreme Court decisions (e.g.,
FCC v. Pacifica) based on First
Amendment standards allow restrictions on indecency, it follows that
indecency can be restricted in
cyberspace, based on the same
standards.
Wired Magazine, 3/96

FILTERING FINDS “ABOUT ONE IN A
MILLION” SITES WRONGLY BLOCKED
A study, conducted by a group of
anti-filtering activists called “The
Censorware Project,” of filtering in Utah
schools has uncovered 205,737 blocked
attempts in one month to access mostly
pornographic web sites. Of the blocks,
only 64 web sites did not meet the
filtering criteria out of 53 million
accesses, showing that misblocked web
sites were “about one in a million”.
The Censorware Project does not
believe pornography harms children and
has compared children viewing pornography to children reading the Bible.
Among the web sites judged by the
Censorware Project to be inappropriately
blocked for schoolchildren were hard
core pornography sites, sites with recipes
for making Methamphetamine and PCP,
and online casinos.
www.filteringfacts.org

interesting data:
In four informal polls taken at Christian World View Conferences, 75% of families
by our polling have access to the Internet; however, less than 5% have filtering of any
kind. These are Christians that care about their families, their country and their
culture and yet less than 5% have any kind of Internet protection for themselves and
their families!
AFAfilter.com research indicates that 9 out of 10 Internet victims are adults! Of
those Christian families that do not have a filter, 10% are not aware of the dangers on
the Internet, 25% know the material is there, but they believe their family will not use
that material or be harmed by it. The largest group, 65%, simply doesn’t want to give
up some material or feature of the Internet that they perceive a filter will deny even
though they know it may not be good for them.
Statistically speaking, every major destructive behavior in this country is the same
for Christians as it is for the secular world. Proof of this is the letters we get every
week from victims of Internet material. These letters are tragic and they break our
hearts. Why are we Christians a victim to this? I wish I knew, but it seems that
Christians either don’t know or won’t admit there is a problem.
WHAT DO WE DO?
We can offer filtered Internet service and we do, but Satan did not find it hard to
beat filtering. He just started giving away free unfiltered Internet. So now Christians
are trading their values for their pocket book and using free Internet instead of
paying for and supporting filtered Christian Internet service.
We can also help pass legislation and we have, but Satan owns the courts and the
media and the laws get thrown out. And laws that do not get thrown out are not
enforced.
I hope this report has given you some idea of the scope of the problem and the
battle. It is very discouraging, but there is an answer: Jesus! Know that the victory
belongs to Jesus! Our call is to:
➤ Be holy ourselves.
➤ Fight the good fight.
➤ Help protect as many as we can and take as many with us as we can.
TIPS FOR SAFEGUARDING YOUR CHILDREN ONLINE
While online computer exploration opens a world of possibilities for young
people, expanding their horizons and exposing them to different cultures and ways of
life, they can be exposed to dangers as they explore the information highway. There
are individuals who attempt to sexually exploit children through the use of online
services and the Internet. The following is a list of helpful tips from the National
Coalition for the Protection of Children and Families on how to protect your family .
1. Develop a trusting relationship with your child early.
2. Keep the door of communication open.
3. If you have reason to suspect your child is viewing inappropriate sites, do not
overact - approach your son or daughter with respect.
4. Keep your computers in heavy traffic areas in your home.
5. Know your children’s online friends.
6. Check CDs, floppy and zip disks.
7. Check History Files often.
8. Spend time with your child as they surf the Internet.
9. Ask your child to show you what Instant messaging looks like.
10. Spend time with your child online; have him/her teach you about favorite
online destinations.
11. Get to know and use the parental controls provided by your Internet Service
Provider and/or blocking software.
12. Always maintain access to your child’s online account, and randomly check his/
her account.
13. Teach your child about responsible use of the resources on the Internet. Teach
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your child that the Internet is a good source for educational, recreational and creative
searches, but has intentional landmines placed that could hurt them.
14. Find out what safeguards are used at your child’s school, the public library and
at the homes of your child’s friends. These are all places, outside your supervision,
where a child could encounter an online predator.
15. Instruct your child to NEVER arrange face-to-face meetings with someone he/
she met online and NOT to respond to messages or bulletin board postings that are
suggestive, obscene, belligerent or harassing.
16. Tell your child to NEVER give out identifying information such as name,
address, school name or telephone number to people on the Internet.
17. Explain to your child to NEVER post pictures of him/her on the Internet.
This mistake has seriously harmed other children.
18. Teach your child to alert you when he/she accessed something on the Internet
that makes him/her feel uncomfortable, no matter what it is.

Internet porn in the workplace
Though the Internet is proving to be an incredible resource for research, productivity, and communication for businesses across the globe, Internet access in the
workplace has also created various risks to employers that are both legal and financial
in nature.
Employers should consider these statistics when considering whether or not to
filter or monitor workplace Internet use and the legal risks faced for failure to do so:
➤ The #1 search term used at search engine sites is the word “sex,” according to
Alexa Research. The study also found that “pornography/porno” was the fourth-most
searched for subject. (Source: Business Wire, 2/14/2001)
➤ 70% of all Internet porn traffic occurs during the 9-5 workday. (Source:
SexTracker)
➤ One in five men and one in eight women admitted using their work computers
as their primary lifeline to access sexually explicit material online. (Source: MSNBC)
➤ Sexual harassment lawsuits involving allegation of porn in the workplace have
forced employers to pay costly verdicts and settlements. (Source: Military Times)
INTERNET ACCESS CAN CREATE A HOSTILE WORK ENVIRONMENT
➤ Unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and other verbal or
physical conduct of a sexual nature constitutes sexual harassment when submission
to or rejection of this conduct explicitly or implicitly affects an individual’s employment, unreasonably interferes with an individual’s work performance or creates an
intimidating, hostile or offensive work environment. (Source: EEOC)
➤ “If an employee is cruising porn sites on the Net, that’s a productivity problem.
If another employee walks into that office and sees that on the screen, that’s a liability
problem…. Those that do not try to educate employees [about inappropriate or
offensive behavior] may be vulnerable to lawsuits.” (Source: Eric Rolfe Greenberg,
American Management Association)
➤ “Attorneys and human-resources professionals policies say liability, not productivity, is the key issue driving companies to act. The possibility of lawsuits stemming
from claims of sexual harassment, discrimination and hostile-workplace environments has many companies rushing to put restriction in place…. One sexualharassment claim can cost millions.”
Human-resources professionals and attorneys say the biggest single problem with
Net access is pornography. The second-most-common problem is E-mail that is
harassing, obscene, racist, sexist or otherwise inappropriate.”
The Supreme Court has determined that an employer can be held liable for
incidents of sexual harassment that they are unaware of. (Source: www.employeremployee.com)
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PORNOGRAPHERS USE LIBRARY TO
ATTACK COMMUNITY STANDARDS
Can unfiltered Internet access at your
local public library really pose a threat to
your community’s ability to protect
children from pornography? The
pornographers think so, according to a
legal motion filed in Phoenix, Arizona
pleading that the material they were
making available to children was no worse
than what children could view via the
Internet at the Phoenix Public Library.
The anti-pornography group
Enough is Enough has been warning
communities of just this possibility. A
recent EIE thought piece titled “A
Trojan Horse in the Local Library?”
made the following prediction:
“Astoundingly, some libraries have
become the Trojan Horse to bring hardcore pornography into their communities. There is scarcely a public library in
the country whose selection policy
would extend to a Hustler magazine or a
Deep Throat video. But many libraries
are hooking up to unfiltered Internet
access that brings in illegal obscenity and
child pornography.”
“That Trojan Horse is the very real
threat of the erosion of community
standards and harmful to minors laws
until they are meaningless”, says David
Burt, President of Filtering Facts.
The publisher of a pornographic
Arizona tabloid called the Beat was
recently arrested for distributing his
tabloid in sidewalk vending machines
where they could be accessed by minors.
He offered as his defense in a motion to
dismiss the case that the Phoenix Public
Library “has materials available for
minors which are infinitely more graphic
than Defendant’s newspaper.” The
defendant, Beat publisher Jerry Evans,
has even bragged that “all the porno
lawyers are supporting me.”
Burt advises, “Communities need to
be aware, as ‘all the porno lawyers’ are,
that if they allow their local libraries to
offer free access to obscenity and
pornography, they are putting their
ability to restrict sexually oriented
businesses, and their children’s health,
at risk.”
www.filteringfacts.org
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CASE IN POINT...

■ In an interview with Hot Wired
magazine, ALA President Ann Symons
was asked:
Q: If I were 13 and I went into a
public library… and I wanted to get a
variety of pornographic material –
whatever they had there – would the
library in any way stand in my way? I’m
talking about hard copy here, physical
stuff made of atoms, magazines and so
on. Would there be any attempt to keep
me away from it, to interfere with me?
A: Symons: “I would say from my
point of view there shouldn’t be, and if
the library didn’t own this material and
you as a 13-year-old asked for an
interlibrary loan, that should be
granted to you just as it would be to an
adult patron.”
Hot Wired, 11/97

■ Based on interviews with a nationally
representative sample of 1,501 youth
ages 10-17 who use the Internet
regularly, approximately one in five
received a sexual solicitation or
approach over the Internet in the last
year. One in 33 received an aggressive
sexual solicitation-a solicitor who asked
to meet them somewhere; call them on
the telephone; sent them regular mail,
money or gifts. One in four had an
unwanted exposure to pictures of naked
people or people having sex in the last
year.
Natl. Center for Missing and Exploited Children, 6/00

WHAT’S THE LAW?
The Children’s Internet Protection
Act (CIPA) became law on December 2,
2000. Under CIPA, no school or library
may receive discounts [for Internet
access] unless it certifies that it is
enforcing a policy of Internet safety that
includes the use of filtering or blocking
technology. This Internet Safety Policy
must protect against access, through
computers with Internet access, to
visual depictions that are obscene, child
pornography, or (in the case of use by
minors) harmful to minors. Lawsuits
have been filed by the ALA and others
to stop CIPA from going into effect.
Before you inquire about your library’s
compliance, please contact AFA to
determine the status of the law.

➤ Examples when the Internet can create a hostile work environment:
1. Sending off-color or sexual jokes by e-mail
2. Viewing sexually explicit pictures on the Internet accidentally or purposefully
3. Displaying sexually suggestive pictures on computer screens
4. Printing sexually explicit pictures on company equipment
INTERNET ACCESS CAN CREATE A PRODUCTIVITY LOSS
Productivity issues are clearly tied to money. According to research by the Saratoga
Institute of Human Resources (www.saratogainstitute.com), a company with 1,000
Internet users could lose upwards of $35 million in productivity annually from just
an hour of daily Web surfing by employees. Websense estimates that U.S. corporations
lose more than $54 billion a year because of Internet use unrelated to work.
INTERNET ACCESS CAN CAUSE DAMAGE TO YOUR REPUTATION
Outside the legal arena, companies might examine Internet and e-mail usage to
protect themselves from embarrassment. Whether or not a company takes legal
action, the possible negative publicity resulting from unprofessional behavior can
irreparably damage a company’s image.
SOLUTIONS FOR INTERNET USE AT WORK
1. Establish an Internet Use Policy clearly identifying the employer’s expectations
2. Install monitoring, filtering, or blocking software on computers with access to
the Internet

Internet porn in public libraries and schools
It is critically important for our children and communities that we free our local
libraries from the grip of the American Library Association and make our libraries
safe for our children! Make no mistake, the danger to our children is real!
Consider these sobering facts:
➤ A teenager molested a little boy in a library restroom after viewing Internet
porn on the library’s computer.
➤ Smut dealers used their local library to run a child pornography ring.
➤ A report entitled “Dangerous Access 2000,” published by the Family Research
Council, documents hundreds of incidents of library patrons accessing pornography
in public libraries including many involving children.
ALA REFUSES TO KEEP PORN FROM KIDS
But when begged for help to protect children, not only did the American Library
Association turn a blind eye and a deaf ear, the organization further demanded that
every library in the country provide children with totally unrestricted access to
Internet porn!
For example, when asked about “blocking software” for library computers so
children couldn’t access Internet porn, Judith Krug, director of the ALA Office of
Intellectual Freedom, said, “Blocking material leads to censorship. That goes for
pornography and bestiality too. If you don’t like it, don’t look at it.”
Another ALA spokesman, Richard Matthews, echoed Krug saying, “We recognize
that minors have First Amendment rights, and any attempt to treat them differently
from adults really infringes on those rights.”
ALA INFLUENCE FELT FAR AND WIDE
And to make things worse, the American Library Association wields significant
power in our local libraries, giving it great influence over:
➤ The universities that train librarians.
➤ Job market requirements for most librarians.
➤ Sizable portions of state monies for local libraries.
➤ Major book awards (especially children’s). NOTE: The ALA awards both the
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Newbery and Caldecott Medals for excellence in children’s books.
➤ Training of local library board trustees.
➤ Lobbying at both state and federal levels on legislation relevant to the ALA’s
agenda.
ALA WORKS TO UNDERMINE PROTECTION OF KIDS
Based on their statements and policies about Internet filtering, it’s clear that
protecting children from harmful material is not part of the ALA’s agenda. The sad
truth is that unsupervised, curious eyes will seek out the forbidden. That’s what
children do. And that’s why God calls on us, their parents and concerned adults, to
protect them. A brief look at the ALA’s record is proof:
➤ The ALA played a major role in convincing the Supreme Court to overturn the
Communications Decency Act which Congress passed to protect children from
Internet pornography.
➤ The ALA sued to stop the enforcement of a federal law that would withhold
federal funds from any library or school that does NOT filter Internet pornography
from children.
➤ Not only does the pornography industry help fund the ALA, but ALA president
Ann Symons has served on the Playboy Foundation’s awards committee.
➤ Playboy executive Christie Hefner was a forum panelist at an ALA convention.
➤ The bottom line always comes down to this official policy statement of the
American Library Association: “Libraries, acting within their mission and objectives,
must support access to information on all subjects that serve the needs or interest of
each user, regardless of the user’s age or the content of the material.” (See ALA’s
Article V of the Library Bill of Rights at www.ala.org)
SOMETHING CAN BE DONE ABOUT RECKLESS ENDANGERMENT OF OUR CHILDREN
Children do NOT have a Constitutional right to access and view Internet pornography in our local libraries! Or anywhere for that matter.
The question that must be answered is why is a private organization with no legal
standing and no authority having so much influence over our libraries and the
policies that protect children from harm.
Here’s the good news: the ALA truly has no legal authority over what goes on in
your local library. The answer lies with the citizens. YOU and your fellow taxpayers
own your local library, not the ALA.
If you want the ALA and its pornographic policies out of your community and
your local library, GET INFORMED, GET INVOLVED and KICK THEM OUT!
If concerned citizens are armed with solid information and commitment, our local
libraries can be rescued from the ALA.
Take note: this fight will not be easy. The people who run the ALA - the Krugs,
Symonses, and Matthewses - are radicals of the 1960s. They will not give up their
control of your library without a tough fight.
Nevertheless, for the sake of our children and our communities, we must fight to
free our local libraries from the radical, immoral agenda of the American Library
Association. No sacrifice and no expense is too great when it comes to safeguarding
children.
This fight is a local fight. There is no way it can be conducted from some national
headquarters. YOU must fight for your own school and public libraries - you and the
members of your local community.
There are already over FIVE MILLION sexually explicit adult web sites on the
Internet. And thousands more are added EVERY DAY! And the American Library
Association wants our children to have totally unrestricted access to every single one
of them! We cannot afford to put this fight off a single day.
YOU CAN DO IT ONE STEP AT A TIME
Here are some steps and information that will help you begin the process of
communicating to your local librarian and directors the need to install filtering on
your local library’s Internet computers. By following the recommended guidelines,
AMERICAN FAMILY ASSOCIATION, INC.

EVALUATE YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY
FOR ALA INFLUENCE
1. INTERNET ACCESS
a. Does the library filter any
computer terminals with access to the
Internet? If so, which ones, i.e.
children’s only or all terminals?
b. Request a copy of the Internet Use
Policy for review.
2. PARENTAL LIBRARY RIGHTS
a. Will the library tell inquiring
parents what is currently checked out
on their minor child’s (including teens)
library card?
b. Does the library require parental
permission for obtaining a library card?
For accessing the Internet? For checking
out R-rated movies, CDs etc.
c. Are parents allowed to request
that certain books or authors won’t be
allowed to be checked out by their
minor children?
3. AGE-APPROPRIATE ACCESS
POLICIES
a. Search for selections with
homosexual or erotic themes such as: Sex
by Madonna; The Joy of Gay Sex by
Charles Silverstein; Heather Has Two
Mommies by Leslea Newman, Diana
Souza; Daddy’s Roommate by Michael
Willhoite; It’s Perfectly Normal by Robie
H. Harris.
b. Does your library offer any of the
following periodicals:
• The Advocate, Out or other
homosexual publications.
• Pornography magazines such as
Playboy or Penthouse.
c. Do children have access to these
materials without parental supervision?
4. COLLECTION MAINTENANCE
Search for classic scholarly books
such as: Wealth of Nations by Adam
Smith; Principia Mathematica by Sir
Issac Newton; Democracy in America by
Alexis De Tocqueville; The Cost of
Discipleship by Dietrich Bonhoeffer;
The Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire by Edward Gibbon.
5. ALA INFLUENCE
Inquire if your library:
• Requires an ALA-MLS degree to be
held by its librarians.
• Has membership in the ALA.
• Requires library trustees or board
members to sign an agreement
regarding ALA guidelines.
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• Gives ALA membership to trustees
or board members.
• Celebrates ALA’s “Banned Books
Week.”
WHAT NOW?
If you find reason to be concerned
about your public library, we suggest
the following action steps.
1. Share what you have learned with
like-minded parents and citizens.
2. Together, develop a prioritized list
of concerns.
3. With a friendly but firm approach, take your concerns through the
library chain of command.
4. If the system is uncooperative or
hostile, share what you are doing with
other community groups, including the
press when appropriate.
5. Finally, take the issue to the ballot
box by supporting family-friendly
candidates.
In this process, learn as much as you
can about your library’s government,
policies, funding and collection
development. An understanding of
local laws protecting minors and
upholding parental rights is also vital.

you will be better prepared to:
1. Address the current problem of Internet porn in your library.
2. Articulate your position to the library, civic leaders, and local media.
3. Persuade others to join and support your goal and purpose.

FACT...
■ In fiscal year 1998, the FBI opened
up roughly 700 cases dealing with
online pedophilia, most of them for
posting child pornography, and about a
quarter dealing with online predators
trying to get children under 18 to meet
with them. By 2000 that figure had
quadrupled to 2,856 cases.

ACTION STEPS
1. Write or visit your local librarian. Share your concerns about the dangers of
Internet pornography in the local library. Ask the librarian to consider placing
filtering devices on library computers. However, be aware that the American Library
Association has policies that instruct librarians how to respond.
2. Write or call the chairman of the library board. Request to address the board at
their next scheduled meeting. A day or two before the meeting, you may wish to
notify the local media that you are concerned about pornography in the library. This
will help take your message to others who will agree and join with you. Invite friends
and supporters to attend meetings and to voice their support of filtering.
3. Contact your city and county officials. Ask them to publicly stand with you on
the issue by proclamation or resolution.
4. Write letters to the editor. Recruit others to do the same.
5. Form a local coalition in favor of safer libraries. Discuss ways to reach the
community with your message. Newsletters, church bulletin inserts and flyers are
excellent tools. Start a petition drive to raise public awareness and to create a database
of supporters.
6. If your local library fails to implement filtering, ask an attorney who supports
your efforts to begin drafting a voter initiative for your group. The attorneys at the
AFA Center for Law & Policy are available to assist in this effort as well.

“The Web’s Dark Secret”, Newsweek, 3/19/01

PRAY
Ask God to direct and guide you through the entire process. You are going to face
opposition by the ALA and others. Pray for wisdom and success in your efforts.
RESEARCH
1. Read and understand as much as possible the facts surrounding Internet
filtering, your library’s Internet use policies, your library board members and their
terms of service and authority. The web site www.filteringfacts.org is a great resource
to assist you in this step.
2. Visit your local library and evaluate it using the questions beginning on page 39
to see how much control the ALA currently has on your library.
3. Learn how the library administration is structured. Who are the board of
directors? How are they selected? Is the library part of a regional system under
authority of a central board? Do other cities contribute to the library budget?
4. Request to look at the public complaint file. Are there any “red flags” that
suggest a problem, i.e. patarons viewing pornography, children accessing inappropriate material. What was the library’s response to the complaints?
5. Learn state and local laws concerning legislative measures that can be taken,
such as placing a ballot issue that would mandate filtering before the people during
the next election. What is the librarian’s liability for allowing children to access
harmful material.
6. Prepare a list of friends, families and churches that you feel will support you in
this project.
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Writing effective letters to the editor

ACTION ADDRESSES
TV Network and cable companies

Can you imagine having a larger audience and broader impact than Billy Graham,
Peter Jennings, or Michael Jordan all rolled into one? You can and you don’t have to be a
world-renowned evangelist, television celebrity or basketball star. Instead, this influence
on our society can be achieved through writing letters to the editor of your newspaper.
It is surprising, but true, that we can have a larger readership – and perhaps,
greater influence – than the editor himself. After the front page, the letters to the
editor are the most widely read section of the newspaper.
Most newspapers will print letters from anyone who resides in their circulation
area. You might consider writing letters to the editor as a family project. Enlist the
help of your spouse and children. Children’s letters that get to the heart of an issue
are often very well received by editors.
“Networking” (working cooperatively) is the buzzword in many circles today.
Networking will strengthen a successful “Letters to the Editor” campaign. Local AFA
affiliates, other groups, and churches can become a grassroots network of
well-informed, Christ-loving, citizen writers who support and strengthen one
another. Together we can make a huge difference. Together we can revitalize the
Biblical ideals and values that once hallowed our land. TOGETHER—that is the key.

ABC, A&E, LIFETIME, ESPN,
DISNEY CHANNEL, ABC FAMILY
The Walt Disney Company
Chrm. Michael Eisner
500 S. Buena Vista Street
Burbank, CA, 91521
Phone 818-560-1000
FAX 818-526-1137

A SUCCESS STORY WORTH MENTIONING
The elders of Grace Bible Church in Walpole, New Hampshire, grew tired of
newspaper articles that lacked God’s ethical viewpoint on moral concerns. So they
initiated a “Letters to the Editor” Writing Team to address critical moral issues of the
day – anti-Christian bias, pornography, abortion, homosexuality, values manipulation
in the schools and school based health (sex) clinics, relativism in the courts, and more.
The impact has been more significant than they could imagine. Nearly half of the
congregation began writing! And, according to the pastor, the number is increasing.
What would be an overwhelming task for one, has become a possibility through
Christian fellowship, mutual encouragement and idea sharing. This kind of encouragement and support is one purpose for which God designed the body of Christ.
Perhaps God would use you to organize a “Letters to the Editor” Writing Team in
your church or community.
A WAR OF WORDS
You can consistently write letters to the editor that get significant results by
following a few simple rules:
✍ BE TRUTHFUL. A letter cannot be libelous – falsely or untruthfully injure a
person’s reputation.
✍ BE BRIEF. It should not exceed the paper’s recommended word limit, generally
about 200-250 words.
✍ BE CONSISTENT. Try to write at least one letter per month. Just be brief when
you are unusually busy. Even one paragraph can affect a reader’s view or give a
Christian perspective.
✍ BE ORIGINAL. As much as possible, the content of the letter should be written
in your own words. Do not send form letters to your paper.
✍ BE COMPLETE. Include your printed name, signature, address, and phone
number at the end.
✍ BE DISCERNING. Since you cannot fight on every front, choose your battles
carefully. Write on matters that are essential to the battle for traditional values.
✍ BE RELEVANT. Develop a keen eye for news items of moral consequence. Then write
your response without delay while the subject is still fresh in the public mind. In your
first paragraph, refer to the news article or issue to which you are responding.
✍ BE BIBLICAL. It is appropriate to express a biblical viewpoint on the issue,
citing scripture when relevant. Don’t be too lengthy; it should be the “Gospel in
a nutshell” if possible—one sentence or verse. Avoid theological roadblocks by
AMERICAN FAMILY ASSOCIATION, INC.

ABC, Inc.
Pres. Steven M. Bornstein
77 West 66th St.
New York, NY 10023
Phone 212-456-7777
FAX 212-456-7328
CBS
Chrm. Mel Karmazin
51 W. 52nd St., 34th Floor
New York, NY 10019
Phone 212-975-4321
FAX 212-975-3285
NBC
General Electric Company
Chrm. John F. Welch
3135 Easton Turnpike
Fairfield, CT 06431
Phone 203-373-2211
FAX 203-373-3131
NBC, Inc.
Pres. Robert Wright
30 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, NY 10112
Phone 212-664-4444
FAX 212-765-7208
FOX
News America Publishing, Inc.
Chrm. K. Rupert Murdoch
1211 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10030
Phone 212-852-7000
Fox Broadcasting Company
Pres. Sandy Grushaw
P. O. Box 900
Beverly Hills, CA 90213
Phone 310-369-1000
FAX 310-369-1283
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USA
1230 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10020
Phone 212-408-9100
WGN
Tribune Company
Chrm. John W. Madigan
435 N. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, IL 60611
Phone 312-222-9100
HBO, CINEMAX, TBS, TNT, CNN
Time-Warner, Inc.
CEO Gerald Levin
75 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, NY 10019
212-484-8000
TURNER BROADCASTING SYSTEM
Chrm. Terence F. McGuirk
P.O. Box 105366
Atlanta, GA 30348
404-827-1700
SHOWTIME, MTV, NICKELODEON, VH-1,
THE MOVIE CHANNEL
Viacom International, Inc.
Chrm. Sumner M. Redstone
1515 Broadway
New York, NY 10036
212-258-6000
THE NASHVILLE NETWORK
2806 Opryland Drive
Nashville, TN 37214
615-889-6840
PBS
P.O. Box 50880
Washington, DC 20091
Complaint Line:
TOLL FREE: 1-800-272-2190
DISCOVERY CHANNEL
7700 Wisconsin Ave.
Bethesda, MD 20814
301-986-0444

not naming a particular church or denomination.
✍ BE POSITIVE. Write from a positive outlook, not a “doom-and-gloom”
perspective. Don’t grumble and complain, but give a Biblical solution to the
problem you’re addressing. Write positive letters for good things in the news,
and “amen” letters for other letters to the editor.
✍ BE INTERESTING. Try to begin your letter with a “hook” – thought-provoking
question, quotation, or anecdote to grip the reader. You either land or lose your
audience in the first two or three sentences. Then, add the “so what,” the
reader’s reason to finish reading your letter.
✍ BE CONVINCING. Cover only one topic per letter in a concise, well-reasoned
way. Try to anticipate questions or objections and answer them beforehand.
Short quotations or statistics from authoritative sources lend credibility.
✍ BE LIKABLE. Be bold in your approach, but not harsh or inflammatory.
Respect your readers, don’t insult or threaten them. Your purpose is to win
hearts, not harden them. Take issue with issues, not persons.
✍ BE ACCURATE. Handle the facts with integrity – don’t exaggerate or guess.
Have at least one other person proofread your letter for content, style, grammar, spelling, etc.
✍ BE MOBILIZING. Close by urging readers to DO SOMETHING specific in
response to your letter – write the governor, vote in a specific way, clip and send
your letter to congressmen (with their note of agreement attached).
Along with a willing spirit, all you need is a few minutes, a pen and paper or
typewriter. If you have access to a personal computer or word processor you can
easily individualize your letter for each newspaper to which you are writing. For
greatest influence, send it to every paper that distributes in your community. Local
papers will print nearly every letter that observes their guidelines.
SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor:
Recently your newspaper defended the sale of hard core pornographic material by saying, “If adults want to view it, it should be
legal.” (Give article title and date.)
Does this view extend to material that shows women being violently
mutilated for someone’s sexual gratification? Does this extend to
materials depicting humans in sex acts with animals? Would this policy
accommodate those demented adults who favor little children in their
sex acts? There are adults in America who crave such material and feel
they have a constitutional right to have it.
Almost everyone in America (including the Supreme Court) views
such material as beyond the law and, therefore, illegal. The question is
not if we should draw a line, the question is where do we draw the line
and how do we do it in a non-arbitrary way and protect the integrity of
the First Amendment.
That’s why community standards are so important and it is the
reason many people are publicly speaking out against pornography.
Their views are a legitimate part of the legal process.
Sincerely,

PAXTV
Paxson Communications Corp.
Chrm. Lowell Bud Paxson
601 Clearwater Park Road
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
561-659-4122

Signature, address and telephone number
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Writing elected officials and
corporate executives
Elected officials value your opinion since you are a voter and they want to keep
your vote. In one survey ranking 20 different factors influencing congressional
opinion, a spontaneous letter from a home-state constituent ranked number one!
Most elected officials believe that one letter actually represents many more voters who
feel the same way but have not taken the time to express their opinion.
Following a personal letter’s influence on congressional opinion were a personal
telephone call, a postcard, and near the bottom, a form letter.
Likewise, most companies value your opinion since you are a paying customer and
they want to keep your business. Companies view one letter as representing the
opinion of hundreds, perhaps thousands, of others so your letter is important!
COMMON REQUIREMENTS
Letter writing is simple. By following the steps outlined below anyone can write
effective letters to elected officials and corporate executives.
✍ BE LEGIBLE. Typed letters are good, but handwritten letters are very acceptable if
they are legible. If it’s hard to read, they probably won’t try! Don’t be overly
concerned about using fancy stationary. A letter neatly written on a legal pad is
just as effective as a letter written on expensive letterhead.
✍ BE ORIGINAL. As much as possible, the content of the letter should be written in
your own words.
✍ BE SINCERE. Don’t worry about writing a “proper” letter. Just word the letter as if
you were talking to your next door neighbor or close friend. It is what you say and not
how you say it that is important.
✍ PERSPECTIVE. Don’t approach your subject from a religious perspective. By
doing so you will give opportunity for the opposition to say that you are trying to
impose your particular religion or morals on others.
✍ BE TIMELY. If possible, time your letter to arrive mid-week when the mail
deliveries are lower.
✍ BE POLITE. Be firm but courteous. Anger, sarcasm and accusations will not win
any points with your reader.
✍ BE COMPLIMENTARY. Commend them on issues or actions when you can.
✍ BE BRIEF. Cover only one topic. Keep the letter to one page if possible. If you wish
to write concerning other issues, write a separate letter.
✍ BE SPECIFIC. Refer to bills by number or specific problem areas whenever
possible. Clearly state the action you would like the reader to take.
✍ BE INFORMED. Get your facts straight. Give at least one reason (more if possible) for your request. Quote the experts or include the actual data to help prove
your point.
✍ ASK FOR AN ANSWER. Ask the recipient to state his/her view on the subject and
what action he/she intends to take. If appropriate, send a copy to the local newspaper “letter to the editor” section asking others to support your idea.
✍ INCLUDE RETURN ADDRESS. Be sure to include your name, address, and
phone number, if desired. They can’t contact you if they can’t find you.
✍ SEND A FOLLOW-UP. Send a follow-up letter if you get an unfavorable or no
response.

ELECTED FEDERAL OFFICIALS
The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
Salutation: Dear Mr. President:
Comment Line 202-456-1111
E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov
Internet: www.whitehouse.gov
United States Senate
The Honorable ____________
Washington, DC 20510
Salutation: Dear Senator ________:
Switchboard 202-224-3121
Internet: www.senate.gov (contains
extensive list of individual Internet
addresses and other useful information)
U. S. House of Representatives
The Honorable ____________
Washington, DC 20515
Salutation: Dear Congressman (or
Congresswoman)______________:
Switchboard 202-224-3121
Internet: www.house.gov (contains
extensive list of individual Internet
addresses and other useful information)
Federal Legislative Information
Bill status line: 202-225-1772
Extensive legislative information is
available on the Internet through the
Library of Congress at www.loc.gov.
ACTION TIP
For the name and address of your
elected officials, ask your county/city
clerk, or look for the information at
your public library.
Find a company’s name and address
on their product’s label. Add the name
of the company chairman if available.
The Internet web site www.hovers.com
contains extensive information about
corporations and the people inside the
organizations.
Another excellent resource for
company addresses is Who Owns
Whom: Directory of Corporate Affiliations, a reference book found in most
public libraries.

Portions excerpted from “THE WRITE STRATEGY” developed by John Thompson,
Elder & Bible Teacher, Grace Bible Fellowship, Valley Road, Walpole, NH 03608.
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IN DEFENSE OF PICKETING
■ We believe that pornography does
not belong in this community.
■ Pornography is both anti-family and
anti-Christian. We are attempting to
call attention to this fact and
encouraging consumers to take their
business elsewhere.
■ We believe that all people who are
concerned about the welfare of our
children, the rapidly rising rape rate
and the moral climate of our
country should consider shopping
in stores which do not sell sexually
explicit materials.
■ We are exercising two basic constitutional rights: The right of free
speech, and the right of citizens to
peacefully assemble. We hope that
through the exercise of these rights
we will call attention to the growing
menace of pornography in our
nation.
LITERATURE TO BE PASSED OUT
Only approved literature should be
passed out at a picket. AFA recommends that the literature be anti-porn
in nature. Run the literature in your
magazines, newsletters, etc. so that it
will get the widest circulation possible.
You could even run an ad in your local
paper. Ask others to reproduce it and
distribute it as widely as possible. It’s
best to avoid material that promotes
other causes, local organizations, etc. so
that the focus will remain centered on
the immediate issue. This is not to
imply that there are no other organizations worthy of support or serious
problems that need addressing but the
reader can appreciate the need to
remain focused upon a central issue.

Organizing an effective picket
or a rally for decency
There may come a time that you and others feel compelled to make a public stand.
A picket helps establish a community standard by communicating to the seller of
pornography that your community doesn’t want it. Thousands of stores have stopped
selling pornography as a result of picketing by local citizens.
WHY PICKET?
Picketing forcibly focuses attention on the problem of pornography. Passersby are
forced to think about the harm pornography causes and the fact that the business
being picketed is hurting your community. A picket reminds citizens that although
pornography is a national problem, the solution is local.
In picketing, you are exercising two of your most basic constitutional rights: the
right of free speech and the right of citizens to peaceably assemble. Both constitutional rights may be freely exercised but only in a non-violent manner.
FIRST STEP
Visit your local store to see if they sell pornographic magazines or rent sexually
explicit tapes. Once this is confirmed, begin plans for the picket.
If possible, get a small group of individuals or community leaders together and
seek a meeting with the owner/manager of the store. Ask politely that the pornography be removed. Explain in kind and gentle terms your concern and reasons.
If the owner/manager refuses, get other concerned individuals involved. Do not be
discouraged if churches or others you would expect to be concerned decline to
cooperate. As few as three people can do an effective job.
The following steps to an effective picket assume that personal visits, letters,
telephone calls, etc., have yielded no results. See page 20 for steps to use when
contacting the store owner/manager.
ORGANIZING
An effective picket requires the following (some duties may be combined):
• Picket chairperson: This individual will coordinate other committees or individuals. He or she may also function as the media spokesperson.
• Media spokesperson: This is the only person to speak with the media prior to
and during the picket. He or she will need to be familiar with the basic
anti-pornography arguments, especially censorship, the First Amendment, and
freedom to choose.
• Sign committee: This group will be responsible for making and transporting
appropriate signs to the picket site.
SCHEDULING
In determining a picket date, consider the following:
1. Availability of picketers. Of course, the largest number is most desirable but two
or three people in a well-planned picket can effectively get pornography
removed.
2. Timing. You should choose the highest traffic time of the establishment being
picketed. Depending on the business, the peak business hours provide the
highest visibility.
3. Safety. By this we mean traffic hazards at dusk or after dark, etc.
4. Preparation. Ideally it takes one week to make signs; two weeks to acquire a
permit if needed; and three weeks to promote the event properly.
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OBTAINING A PERMIT FOR YOUR EVENT
Once the date and time have been established, the proper local officials, usually
the city clerk, need to be contacted concerning a parade/demonstration permit.
Proper procedures should be followed and the required forms submitted as required
by each municipality or county. Depending upon size, this may range from informal
to very rigid procedures. To inquire about the procedures, contact the police department in the area of the picket site. Inform them that you intend to hold a picket at a
particular business and ask if there is anything legally you need to do.
Remember, picketing is the exercise of two constitutional rights: “freedom of
speech” and “peaceable assembly.” Before accepting a government official’s reason to
prohibit your activities and deny a permit to picket, you should request in writing a
definitive reason for the prohibition. If you feel you have been unjustly denied your
right to exercise these privileges, please contact the AFA Center for Law & Policy for
information on appealing the decision. You can reach the AFA Center for Law &
Policy at 662-680-3886.
RULES FOR PICKETING
1. Picketers must remain on public property at all times. Do not attempt to enter
the business.
2. Never impede or block vehicle or pedestrian traffic. Do not harass any persons
who enter or leave the store or attempt to engage them in conversation. Do not
engage in dialogue with passing motorists. This could create a traffic hazard.
3. Use only approved signs.
4. Refer the media to the media spokesperson. He or she should be versed in the
proper manner of response and will issue appropriate statements. It’s best to
keep interviews and answers short.
5. If you are requested to leave by owner of the premises or someone acting in his
behalf, leave the scene immediately without argument or confrontation. Your
captain is then to call the police to enforce your right to picket. Resume
picketing only when they arrive.
6. If you encounter other picketers supporting the business, picket in a peaceful
manner, if possible. Otherwise, peacefully leave and let the picket chairperson
call the police to supervise. It is highly unlikely that two opposing groups
would be given permits to demonstrate at the same location at the same time.
Thus, if you have a permit, they will probably not.
7. Always conduct yourself in a Christ-like manner, remembering your testimony
in the community. Remember: you are doing a good thing. Your attitude
should not be vengeful. Be pleasant to all and especially those who oppose you.
8. You will likely hear that your picketing is actually helping sell pornography by
drawing attention to its existence in the stores. The opposite is true. Their
selling of pornography is no secret.

Pornography Awareness Week

PICKET SIGNS
Wording of signs should be brief
and general in nature. Never use
defamatory (untruthful) wording
concerning an individual or store.
Avoid using religious and Scripture
quotes. The media tends to misuse
these to convey fanaticism, etc.
Lettering should be large, clear, and
neat to enhance reading from a
distance. The “Life Chain” has given us
a good example of keeping the wording
on signs consistent, brief, and easily
readable. One sign per picketer is ideal.
In some areas, signs must be carried at
all times. Poster board is suitable with
contrasting lettering.
EXAMPLES OF WORDING
FOR PICKET SIGNS:
Stop Porn Now
Boycott (Company Name)
Do You Care?
Porn Hurts
Porn Destroys
Porn Causes Rape
Stamp Out Smut
We Support Decency
Porn is a Menace
Save Our Children - Stop Porn
Porn and Crime Go Hand in Hand
Porn Hurts Our Community
Porn is Not Wanted Here
Protect Our Children
We Want a Porn-Free Community
Porn Contributes to Child Abuse
PORN AWARENESS WEEK RIBBONS
“Respect Others” or “Pornography, a
Web of Deception” – Cost: $22/100
(supplies are limited) Send check or
money order to: AFA, P.O. Drawer 2440,
Tupelo, MS 38803.

Pornography Awareness Week (PAW) is observed the last week of October each
year. PAW was started in the early 1980s by the American Family Association to raise
the awareness of the prevalence of pornography throughout our nation and to work
toward eliminating its devastating effects on our communities. The silence and
apathy of the Christian community must end. Our society has suffered from pornography too much already because of our silence and our unwillingness to get involved
in this issue.
Sadly, America has not yet realized how far-reaching the devastation of pornography actually is in our nation and to what extent our sense of right and wrong has
been drastically altered. When will we wake up? God only knows. But one thing is
known: God has called us to proclaim the truth and raise up a standard of righteousness.
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SUGGESTED WORDING FOR
PORNOGRAPHY AWARENESS WEEK
PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, the United States
Supreme Court has repeatedly ruled
that obscenity is not protected speech
under the First Amendment;
WHEREAS, the sanctity of
American homes has been invaded by
porn magazines, video porn, dial-aporn, cable porn, radio porn, and
computer porn;
WHEREAS, pornography inflicts
tremendous suffering and damage to
individuals, families, children, business
districts, communities and our nation;
WHEREAS, in this era of escalating
violence, pornography features and
promotes sadomasochism, rape and
incest;
WHEREAS, children are increasingly sexually molesting other children
in imitation of what they’ve seen;
WHEREAS, there are state and
federal anti-obscenity laws on the books
to protect public safety, public morality
and public health;
WHEREAS, the obscenity laws are
uniquely grounded in community
standards;
WHEREAS, millions of Americans
throughout this great nation will be
observing Pornography Awareness
Week in many different ways;
NOW THEREFORE, I __________
(Governor/Mayor) of _________ do
hereby proclaim the week of _____
(date) as Pornography Awareness Week
in __________ (state/city) to encourage
our citizens to take a stand against this
blight on our society.

That’s exactly what PAW is for and it will probably go unnoticed in your community unless you do something. It is your opportunity to speak up and not be silent; to
get up and not be apathetic. When you do, we believe many others will join with you.
IDEAS FOR PORNOGRAPHY AWARENESS WEEK
➤ Ask the Lord to direct you to a specific task you are uniquely equipped to do.
➤ Educate citizens, elected officials and law enforcement about the devastating
effects of pornography and its impact on your community.
➤ Ask your mayor or governor to issue a proclamation announcing PAW.
➤ Become educated about the issues of pornography, indecency, and obscenity.
➤ Survey your community to find how much and where pornography is available
and report it. A sample Pornography Awareness Survey is available at www.afa.net/
pornography/survey.asp
➤ Boycott distributors of pornography and let them know why. Support retailers
who make a commitment to the family by not selling pornography.
➤ Determine whether your community has sufficient regulations governing
sexually oriented businesses (SOBs) and work toward implementing the best ones
available. Encourage municipal and county officials to adopt and enforce strict local
zoning ordinances designed to regulate SOBs. Beware, it is very dangerous for a
municipality or county to adopt and enforce an unconstitutional zoning ordinance.
➤ Push for vigorous enforcement of state and local laws against the distribution
of obscenity, public nudity, public display laws dealing with minors, and sexually
oriented businesses. Initiate a petition drive to those responsible for enforcement.
➤ Form a local organization to fight pornography and promote traditional family
values. AFA can provide you with information about forming an AFA Affiliate.
➤ Form a local accountability group for men or women struggling with sexual
addictions.
➤ Place an ad in your local newspaper regarding Pornography Awareness Week.
The ad should include several facts regarding the serious threats of pornography to
the families of your community. Urge people not to spend their money where
pornography is rented or sold. You should not be too surprised if they will not list
businesses which advertise (or may be potential advertisers) in the paper.
➤ Set up a display table at a mall, fair, or in student areas of a public university.
➤ Set up a display at your local public library. Many public libraries have display
cases that can be reserved by nonprofit organizations.
➤ Organize a picket or a rally for decency of a local store (renting/selling pornography) and/or a sexually oriented business.
➤ Hold a press conference and issue a press release. Include other pro-family
organizations and churches. Prepare a press packet that contains information about
the dangers of pornography.
➤ AFA has a number of anti-pornography billboards available for purchase. Some
individuals have recruited local businesses to sponsor these billboards. Some billboard companies offer space at reduced rates if you will allow the company to use the
billboards at their discretion (in regard to locale and duration).
➤ Work with pastors, churches and local Christian organizations encouraging
them to emphasize the biblical response to pornography.
➤ Encourage informed and articulate citizens to write letters to the editor of your
local papers.
➤ Encourage local ISPs to investigate for any illegal materials he may be distributing to subscribers through various USENET news groups or hosted web sites.
➤ Encourage your local public and school libraries to adopt Internet use policies
and filters that protect children from accessing pornography.
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AFA affiliates…front line troops in
America’s culture war
American Family Association exists to inspire and equip individuals to restore the
moral foundations of American culture.
AFA has been effective in numerous cultural conflicts over the years as a grassroots
organization, motivating individuals at the local level to take it upon themselves to
invest their time and money in the issues that affect their families and our nation.
Over the years, we have been able to motivate people through the AFA Journal and
American Family Radio. Another significant factor in motivation and effectiveness has
been the AFA Affiliates. State and local affiliate organizations are a major part of
knowing what is happening at the grassroots level right where the people live.
WHAT DOES AN AFA AFFILIATES DO?
AFA’s affiliate organizations are incorporated and governed separately from the
national office for numerous reasons, most importantly because they are closest to the
front lines and know how best to defend and protect family values. A short list of
affiliate activities includes:
➤ Publication of a newsletter
➤ Participation in and/or organization of National Day of Prayer events
➤ Letter writing campaigns to purveyors of pornography and indecency
➤ Pornography Awareness Week events
➤ “Standing in the gap” to publicly protest against businesses that pollute their
communities with pornography
➤ Grassroots lobbying to mobilize the public to contact local, state or federal
officials on current legislation through
➤ Broadcasting on radio and public-access television
➤ Other affiliates focus on pro-life activism, public education issues, enacting
effective local laws to regulate sexually oriented businesses, or countering the homosexual agenda, depending on the spiritual gifts and interests of the people involved and
the issues confronting their community.
WHAT IS A LOCAL AFA AFFILIATE?
Local AFA affiliates are almost exclusively made up of volunteers who are truly
unsung heroes. AFA considers these the real “front line troops” in the culture war.
They consistently support the work of the national and state offices of AFA while
standing as a watchman over the community in which they live.
WHAT IS A STATE AFA AFFILIATE?
AFA’s state affiliates work at the state level monitoring moral, social, and public
policy issues that impact the family. This work is often done at each state’s capitol
ensuring that legislation signed by the governor strengthens the family instead of
weakening it.
State directors also work with AFA’s local affiliate organizations when information
needs to be distributed statewide or when the local citizens require help on an issue.
State affiliates work to have at least one contact in each county of their state who
monitors the pro-family issues at the local level and notifies the state office when
assistance is needed to deal with the issue. These contacts often begin as only a contact
for the county but over time and with training develop into full-fledged organizations
with their own local leadership.

AMERICAN FAMILY ASSOCIATION, INC.

OTHER PRO-FAMILY GROUPS
FIGHTING PORNOGRAPHY:
Citizens for Community Values and
Family Friendly Libraries
11175 Reading Road, Suite 103
Cincinnati, OH 45241
Phone: 513-733-5775
Fax: 513-733-5794
URL: www.ccv.org/
Concerned Women for America
1015 Fifteenth St. NW, Ste. 1100
Washington, D.C. 20005
Phone: 202-488-7000
Fax: 202-488-0806
URL: www.cwfa.org
Coral Ridge Ministries
5554 North Federal Highway
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308
Phone: 954-772-0404
Fax: 954-351-2496
URL: www.coralridge.org
Family Research Council
801 G Street NW
Washington, DC 20001
Phone: 202-393-2100
Fax: 202-393-2134
URL: www.frc.org/
Morality in Media
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 239
New York, NY 10115
Phone: 212-870-3222
Fax: 212-870-2765
URL: www.moralityinmedia.org
National Coalition for the Protection
of Children & Families
800 Compton Road, Suite 9224
Cincinnati, OH 45231
Phone 513-521-6227
Fax 513-521-6337
URL: www.nationalcoalition.org
National Law Center for Children and
Families
3819 Plaza Drive
Fairfax, VA 22030-2512
Phone 703-691-4626
Fax 703-691-4669
URL: www.nationallawcenter.org

A GUIDE TO WHAT ONE PERSON CAN DO ABOUT PORNOGRAPHY

EQUIPPED & INFORMED
AFA anti-pornography resources
Produced by AFA, Excess Access warns parents that their
children may not be safe in some public libraries because of
policies that allow unrestricted access to age-inappropriate
material – including pornography.
Those extreme policies come from the American Library
Association (ALA), a left-leaning, private organization that
exerts a powerful influence on how many of our public
libraries are run.
Excess Access reveals the ALA’s radical policies and
gives practical advice to concerned citizens about how to
reclaim local control over public libraries and protect their
children.
Order Excess Access by calling 662-844-5036, Option
4, or from www.afa.net. A suggested donation of $20 is
requested. Visa, MasterCard and Discover cards accepted.

Anti-porn billboards

Standard: $35 each; Junior: $20 each

AFA’s Glossy Garbage
brochure offers activists
strategies to remove
offensive magazine
covers from grocery story
check out lines.
Price: n/c
To order: 622-844-5036,
Option 4

Send check or money order to: AFA Resources, P.O. Drawer 2440, Tupelo, MS 38803.

Standard: $35 each; Junior: n/a

Standard: $35 each; Junior: $20 each

AMERICAN FAMILY ASSOCIATION
P.O. Drawer 2440
Tupelo, Mississippi 38803

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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